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Introduction

Christianity and Islam are the worddtwo lagest and most evangelistic religions and with modern
advances in technologwe are more and more aware of one anothewever Christians and Muslims
have historically been lgely uninformed about one another and our understanding has often been biased
by popular mythology and media headlines.

The two religions share many common beliefs and practices but the combination of cufeneicis
and the hostilities of governments and liberation movements have often fostered hatred instead of toler
ance. Clearlythe more that we understand one anottiner more likely we are to find ways to cooperate
or, at least, coexist in the worl@his all-too-brief study aims at showing the primary similarities and dif
ferences between us in the hope that a greater understanding will foster greater tolerance and love at a time
when our secular world seems to be pushing us toward hostility

Ronn Kerr
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Christianity and Islam

Chapter One:

The World's
Two Largest Religions

hristianity and Islam are the world two lagest religions and, togethe¢hey count a little more
1 than half of the world population as adherents. Even though Christianity is currently tes tafr

the two, Islam is growing faster and, unless the statistical patterns change raidieatiywill be
larger than Christianity in a few short years.

Based on United Nationfigures, Islam is growing at the rate of 6.4% per year while Christianity is
growing at the rate of 1.5% per year and, in the last five decades, Islam has grown by 235% while
Christianity has grown by 47%. Even though these figures are disputed by some Chgstiszatons,
the fact that Islam is growing at a substantially faster rate is not quesfitnecareas of the world in which
Islam is growing the fastest (the Unitehtes, Europe, antlustralia) are the exact areas in which the per
centage of Christians is declinidyccording to many statisticians, Islam is now the secorgbsrreh
gious group in most of the traditional Christian nations such as the Umdtiss, Britain and France.

Both Christianity and Islam are widespread with some adherents in virtually every c@imisgianity
is the majority religion in Nortmerica, SoutiAmerica, EuropeAustralia and the southernmost area of
Africa. Islam is the majority religion in most of the rest of the world. Only Israel which has a Jewish
majority, India and Nepal with Hindu majorities, and a f@ésian countries with Buddhist majorities are
not dominated by Christianity or Islam. Howeveven in countries with other majorities, Christianity
and/or Islam are usually the secondést religions (Hindu India isl% Muslim and 3% Christian, Jewish
Israel is 14% Muslim and 2% Christian, BuddHikgiland is 4% Muslim and 1% Christian, etc.)

48 nations in the world are predominantly Islamic and 21 nations have governments based on Islamic
law. Even though most/esterners think of Islam as beitabic, the six countries with the st Islamic
populations (Indonesia, 170 million Muslims; Pakistan, 136 million; Bangladesh, 106 million; India, 103
million; Turkey; 62 million; and Iran, 61 million) are non-Arab countri€be lagestArab country Egypt,
has the world seventh layest Islamic population with 54 million Muslim$he area of the world in which
Islam makes up the smallest percentage of the population isAratnica where it has actually been
declining in recent years.

However accurate statistics on religious adherents afeewifto come by and are skewed by many
factors.The figures are gathered in manyfeliént ways, some of which are filled with extreme b#dso,
gathering statistics on religious adherents faces some serious “qualitative” questions. For instance, how
religious does a person have to be to be counted as an adherent to a particular faith? Some European coun
tries are listed as being nearly 100% Christian and their entire populations are counted even though only 1
to 5 percent of the population ever attends church. Several countries whose government and tegal struc
tures are based on Islamic law are usually listed as being 100% Islamic and their entire populations are
counted in the Islamic figureg\nd, every religion has nominal adherents who count themselves as
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Christian or Muslim but who rarely participate in religious activities or rituals.

Still, when figures from a variety of sources are examined, the fact remains that the adherents of
Christianity and Islam make up more than half of all the religious persons in the world. Christianiy is cur
rently the lagest religion in the world but Islam is the fastest growing.

Similarities of Christianity and Islam

Christianity and Islam have much in common. Both began in the Middle East growing out of the min
istry of a single charismatic leader — Jesus and Muhammed. Both Christianity and Islam are “religions of
the book” in that they adhere to sacred Scriptures. Christianity grew out of Judaism and accepts the Jewish
Old Testament Scriptures even though it added the ™Mestament to form its complete canon. Islam grew
out of both Judaism and Christianity and accepts both the Jewisfe§iliment and the Christian New
Testament even though it added the Quran to form its complete canon.

Christians believe that tifgostles wrote the Newestament during the century after the death of Jesus.
Some more conservative Christianfiraf that the NewTlestament is the absolu¢ord of God that was
dictated directly by God to the First Century writers while others understand th&dséament to be a
book written by the followers of Jesus who were more concerned about making theological statements than
about recording accurate historical, geographical, scientific, and biological details. Muslims believe that
the Quran was dictated to Muhammad by God through the angel Gabee|.the prophet, who could not
read or write, gave the information word-by-word to others who wrote it ddwmang even the most kb
eral Muslims, the belief that the Quran is the acMaild of God is rarely questioned.

Christians accept the Oliestament figures dfbraham, Moses, and the prophets as &ogpresenta
tives on earth even though they believe that Jesus was Guodplete and final revelation. Likewise, Islam
accepts both the Olestament figures and Jesus as prophets of God even though they believe the final and
most important prophet of God was Muhammad.

Both Christianity and Islam are monotheistic religions focused on a graceful God of love and both reli
gions, in general, preach tolerance, emphasize the unity of all of humankindger#oevolence toward
the poorthe weak, and the oppressed in sochatyg yet, both Christianity and Islam have a history of vio
lence toward one another and, both religions have radical fundamentalist minorities that preach violence
and hatred under the guise of religion.

Both Christianity and Islam are evangelistic religions meaning that adherents firmly believe they are
called to spread their faith to every human being. Many Christians believe that salvation comes only
through trust in Christ or “faith alone in Christ alone” as it was defined during the Protestant Reformation.
Therefore, dfrming that all human beings need salvation, Christians are driven to share the good news of
Jesus Christ with every person. SimilaMuslims believe that every human being must fdtzh on the
Day of Judgment and that each will be judged based on the degree to which he or she surreXiddred to
and obeyed\llah’s commandment§.herefore, because eternal life in heaven is desirable for all human
beings, Muslims are driven to encourage all people to commit themsei#shto

Jesus Came “In the Fullness of ime”

In the First Centurythe Roman Empire ruled over most of the known western world and the Roman
Peace prevailed everywhere. Instead of focusing most of their human and economic resources on weapons
and warfare, as has been true in most civilizations, including modern ones, the Roman and provincial gov
ernments were free to invest in benefiting their pediieoughout the provinces, Rome had developed a
great system of roads, educational institutions, libraries, gymnasiums, sewer systems, public baths, beau
tiful public buildings, forums, shopping centers, and other benefits for the general public welfare.

For most people in the First Centulife was peaceful, prosperous, and morally decadléith. leisure
time for thoughtfulness about the meaning of life, more and more people were questioning the validity of
their pagan religions, seeking a more meaningful religious involvement, and yearning for higher ethical
standards. Much of society was caught up in a new quest for salvation.

In Palestine, Judaism had reached a cil$ie.Temple priesthood and the aristocratic Sadducees were
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in collaboration with the Roman overlords and growing wealthy while the general public was heavily bur
dened with a variety of taxes and assoifiethple fees. In the countryside, the Pharisaic movement had
grown substantiallyplacing extreme emphasis on the concept of salvation being earned through rigid
adherence to a multitude of religious ruléad, in both the urban and rural areas, Jewish terrorist move
ments like the Zealots and Sicarri were gaining more and more support for violently overthrowing both the
Roman occupying forces and the Jewish aristocracy

Into this world that was ripe for new hope came the word that a Galilean rabbi had taught a noble new
ethic, had announced the coming kingdom of God, and, when he had been crucified, had risen from the
grave!The idea soon spread across the Mediterranean basin that Jesus had died as a sacrifice for the sins
of all humankind and that trust in this fact automatically provided salvation to believers.

The hunger for salvation and a new ethic that existed everywhere brought accdptameassive sys
tem of good roads coupled with worldwide peace and a thriving economy that allowed substantial travel
helped to spread the new ideas. In less than a hundred years after the death of Jesus, Christianity was thriv
ing in virtually every corner of the Roman Empire and byTthied Century it was the dominant religion.

Muhammad Came “In the Fullness ofTime”

Seventh Centur@rabia was also ripe for changéhe Near East was divided between two great
empires, the Byzantine Empire (Eastern Roman) in the west and the Sasanian Empire (neo-Persian) in the
east. Both of these lge empires had fifial religions: the Byzantines were Christian and the Persians were
Zoroastrian. In addition, lge populations of Jews were scattered throughout both empires and all three of
these major religions were monotheistic and had divinely inspired Scriptures.

The primary religions of th&rabs were animistic cults in which divine powers were attributed toa vari
ety of natural objects such as the sun, the moon, sacred rocks, trees, etc. In addition, many of the nomadic
tribes had developed portable gods that could be taken on their migrations and, in some cases, venerated
ancestors had been elevated to divine status. Hoywknskrabs also worshipped one “high god” they
calledAllah. Even thougiAllah was merely one of many Gods, he was considered to be above and apart
from all the others. In addition, Christianitjudaism, and Zoroastrianism all existed in varying degrees
throughoutArabia and more and mofgabs were becoming interested in these monotheistic Scriptural
religions, in part because they admired their more sophisticated cultures.

Virtually everything iPArab culture evolved around the tribes and the dominant tribe was the Quraysh
of Mecca.The Quraysh had become rich through its trading enterprises and Mecca had become a thriving
mercantile city as well as the primary cultic center for the worshifllah and other tribal deities.
However in the Seventh Centurthe Quraysh tribe’aggressive pursuit of wealth had cost it many of the
tribal values that had held it together for generatibhs.gap between the wealthy clans and the poor clans
of the tribe was widening and there was growing uneasiness about the inequities of life in and around
Mecca. In addition, constant tribal warfare left nearly every family mourning losses and the harsh desert
climate meant that maryrabs constantly lived on the g of starvation.

In this world that was hungry for religious meaning and higher ethical standards, a businessman
began to call people to surrender their lives to the idea that “There is no Galliablit And, in less
than a centurymore people were united under one banner than at any other time in. history

Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you believe that Islam is pemtly gowing faster in the world than Christianity?

2. Even though Christianity and Islam have much in common, members oéligiths seem to be neor
familiar with the othes diffeences than with their similarities. Why do you think thisus?r

3. Jesus and Muhammad both came at what seems to have beery thestaf times for neveligious
expression. Do you believe God chose these as special timevéation or weg the times such that
some newaligion was likely to appear?
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Chapter Two:
Jesus and Muhammad,

the Early Years

esus of Nazaeth and Muhammed of Meccaare listed by many historians as the two most influen
J tial persons in the history of the worltbday more than half of the population of the world is iden

tified as being their followers and most people in other religions are somewhat familiar with them.

Information about their lives prior to the beginning of their ministries is skefdndesus, there is only

the information about his birth in the first two chapters of Matthew and the first two chapters of Luke plus
some stories in apocryphal writings that were created as much as seven centuries after his death. For
Muhammad, there is a vast body of material, called Hadith, which is the collective memory of the events
and sayings of Muhammad and his companions but it is also pretty thin for the period of time prior to the
beginning of his ministryThere are striking similarities in the lives and teachings of the two men but there
are also some significant fiifences.

Jesus Priorto the Beginning of His Ministry

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea approximately 4 BC. His, fadiseph, was a carpenter who
originally came from Bethlehem but who had settled in the Galilean town of Nazareth and his mother
Mary, was a teenager from Nazareth. Mary and Joseph had entered into the traditional Jewish engagement
period of approximately one year in which the woman remained with her parents and cohabitation was pro
hibited. Howeverthey were legally betrothed to be married and dissolution of the contract was enly pos
sible through a formal divorce.

During this betrothal period, Mary was visited by the angel Gabriel who told her she would become
pregnant through an act of the Holy Spirit, that she would give birth to a son that she would nhame Jesus,
and that he would be known as the Son of Gdden Joseph discovered that Mary was pregnant even
though they had not had sexual relations, he set out to quietly divorce her from the betrothal until, in a
dream, an angel visited him to explain Marpregnancy

Three months into her pregnandyary traveled to help her aged aunt Elizabeth in the village of Ein
Karem a few miles west of Jerusalem. Elizabeth was also pregnant and gave birth to John the Baptist short
ly after the arrival of Marylt is likely that Mary stayed on to help her aged aunt and to avoid the scandal
that would have erupted if her pregnancy had become known back in Nazareth.

Near the time that Mary was to delivdoseph took her to Bethlehem (probably from Ein Karem, just
four miles away) because a census had been called by the Roman government requiring everyone to go to
the town of their birth to be enrolled for tax purpogdse town was so full of people returning for thecen
sus that both the hotels and the homes of Josdaimily were already full and Mary and Joseph had to
spend the night in a cave in the hillside beneath the city that was used as a stable for domestic animals.
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Jesus was born in the stable and, after being wrapped in birthing clothes, he was placed in an animal
feed trough. In connection with the birth of Jesus, angels appeared to a group of shepherds near Bethlehem
and told them of the birtfhey traveled to the cave and visited Malyseph and the new baligsus.

At some time after the birth of Jesus, the Holy Family moved from the cave to a house in Bethlehem,
probably a residence of one of Joseplelatives. Jesus was circumcised at the Bethlehem synagogue and
the family traveled to Jerusalem to complete the required rituals of dedicating their firstborn and cleansing
Mary.

About this time, a group of Magi from somewhere in the East arrived in Jerusalem after following a
new star they had discoverethey met with King Herod the Great and then, they followed the star to
Bethlehem, visited the Holy Family in the house and presented the baby with gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.

Because they feared Herod, the Magi returned to their own country via anothef heateJoseph had
another dream in which an angel warned him that Herod wanted to kill the new baby andoskpi and
Jesus fled south into Egyfthey stayed there for approximately 2 years until the death of Herod and then
they returned to Nazareth.

When Jesus was twelve, he went to Jerusalem with his family for Passover and amazed the scholars at
the Temple with his religious knowledge and the depth of his questioning. Nothing else is known about
Jesus until he appeared as a preacher/teacher/healer operating out of the fishing village of Capernaum two
decades later

We can presume that he spent time in the synagogue schools andslatégraduate” student study
ing under one or more of the rabbis which means he probably spoke and reAdhbwitt and Hebrew
There is no indication that he was literate in either Greek or Latin, the other two languages that were in use
where he lived. Even though his primary profession was as a rabbi (scholarly teacher), it is likely that he
also functioned as a carpenter until he gathered enough students to support him.

There is no record that Jesus was ever married or romantically involved throughout his lifetime even
though it was decidedly unusual for a 30-year old rabbi to be unmarried. He was the oldest of feur broth
ers — James, Joseph, Simon and Judas — and at least two unnamed sisters. His brother James became the
leader of the early church in Jerusalem after his death and his brother Judas is believed by some to be the
author of Jude in the NeWestament.

Muhammad Prior to the Beginning of His Ministry

Muhammad ibmAbd Allah was born in what was then the snmfglabian town of Mecca around 570
A.D. However Islamic tradition does not provide any miraculous details about his birth. His family
belonged to the once-prominent Hashim clan of the Quraysh tribe that dominated Mecca and the surround
ing area. His name, Muhammad, means “highly praised” and, since the Sixth Caaiwrynale children
have been named Muhammad than any other name in the world.

Muhammads early years were filled with sorrow and poveHis fatherAbdullah, died before he was
born and his motheAmina, died when he was six years dMter the death of his motheMuhammad
lived first with his grandfatheAbd al-Muttalib, and then came under the guardianship of his paternal
uncle,Abu Talib, who was a businessman and head of the Hashim clan.

However the Hashim clan had dafed serious reverses of fortune and Muhammad was trusted to a
Bedouin nurse, Halima, and spent most of his childhood as an impoverished shepherd. Muhammad had a
warm relationship with his adoptive familgowever and he was described as having a sweet and gentle
disposition. His losses and poverty seem to have made him intensely sensitive to hferiag anfl com
mitted to reach out to help others, especially the poor and weak. His sense pflbignand fidelity even
tually won him many titles such as “Theue” and “TheTrustworthy One.”

However even though he was a loving and giving child, Muhammad also became disgusted at the
immorality, horrified at the constant violence, and ashamed of the treatment of women in Sixth Century
Arabian societyAs he grew into manhood, these concerns would begin to shape him more and more.

As a teenageMuhammad began working with the trade caravans that traveled from Mecca north into
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Syria and south int¥emen. He soon showed himself to be honest and intelligent and he earned respect
both for his business acumen and his involvement in the religious activities of the Quraysh tribe. Islamic
tradition also records that, as he was growing into manhood, Muhammad developed a practice of with
drawing to secluded spots for prolonged periods of meditation and .prayer

As a young man, Muhammad became the manager of a trading company owned by the widow
Khadijah. Laterat age 25, he married Khadijah who was several years his senior and they had six children
of whom four girls survived. One of these daughters, Fatimah, later mabiedalib’'s son,Ali, who
eventually became the fourth Caliph of the Islamic Empire and the highly revered first Imam of Shi'ite
Islam.

Muhammad and Khadijah had a very happy marriage which remained monogamous even though the
pattern inArabia at the time was for men to have multiple wives. L.atben Muhammad became a trib
al chieftain, he had a harem of wives and concubines. His favorite wifé\islaa, the daughter of
Muhammads closest friend\bu Bakr who later became the first Caliph after the death of Muhammad.
Most of these marriages were politically motivated to build alliances with other tribes and others were to
provide support for older women who had lost their husbands.

Until Muhammad was 40, he lived a reasonably quiet life as a prosperous businessman, a beloved hus
band and fatheand a respected member of the community of Médwan, during one of his meditations
in the hills, the angel Gabriel visited him and launched a career that ultimately impacted most of the world.

Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think the NeveStament has elaborate stories in two Gospels about ttred§idesus but
virtually no information about his life for the next tigiyears?

2. Jesus was a scholarly man wh@guced no writings and Muhammad was an illiterate man wbhdymed
the Quran, one of the most widely published books in isténat does this mean to you?

3. Ther is no ecod of Jesus beingpmantically involved with anyone but Muhammad had several wives?
How do you feel about this?
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Chapter Three:
Jesus and Muhammad,

the Ministry Years

round age 30, Jesus was baptizdéxy his cousin John the Baptist and began a ministry of preach
A ing, teaching and healing in the rural Jewish tetrarchy of Gatitesge 40, Muhammad was med

itating in a cave on the summit of Mount Hira, just outside Mecca, when the angel Gabriel visited
him and he began reciting the first words of the Quran. For both men, these moments were the beginning
of careers that would change the world.

The Early Ministr y of Jesus

Jesus began his ministry by presenting himself to be baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River
just north of where the river flows into the Dead Sea. John had been preaching that “someone greater” than
he would be coming and, when he baptized Jesus, “the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descend
ed upon him in bodily form like a dovéAnd a voice came from heaven,olY are my Son, the Beloved;
with you | am well pleased.”

After his baptism, Jesus retreated into the desert hill country where he fasted and was tempted by the
devil for forty days. Filled with the Holy Spirit and fresh from withstanding great temptations, Jesus
returned to Galilee where he began to gather students, preach the imminent coming of the kingdom of God,
teach a new kind of faith to both his students argklacrowds of followers, and perform miraculous heal
ings and exorcisms.

He carried out his ministry primarily in the rural Roman tetrarchy of Galilee but traveled some into
other nearby provinces of the Roman Empire. Howebere is no indication in the gospels that, during
the three years of his minisiryesus ever traveled any further than 100 miles from his hometown of
Nazareth.

Jesustwelve disciples were all Galileans except Judas Iscariot who was a Judean. Nearly half of the
group were fishermen from Capernaum and the other villages n€nbywas a publican (tax collector)
and one was a Zealot (revolutionary). Even though Jesus was a Jewish rabbi, he showed the same compas
sion for Gentiles and Samaritans as he did for Jews. Some of the close followers of Jesus were women who
provided resources to the team of disciples and who were exceptionally loyal to him even when-the disci
ples fled at the time of his death.

Much of the teaching of Jesus was in parables, stories that had both a perceived meaning and a symbol
ic meaning. Sometimes the parables were patently clear so they communicated complex ideas quickly to
the rural people of Galilee. But, at other times, they were obscure and required translation by Jesus.

In addition to teaching in parables, Jesus sometimes spoke in long monologues, sometimes answering
specific questions, and sometimes preaching in an apocalyptic style. Most of these teaching/speaking styles
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were diferent from the traditional style of the scholarly rabbis of his time because he spoke original ideas
with authority rather than quoting scholars from the pHsé& accepted way in which the rabbis under
scored their teaching with authority was to quote from the accumulated wisdom of the chain of rabbis going
back to the time of the great prophets. Jesus, howeulelly taught new ideas as if they came direct from
God with few references to this traditional chain of authority

The focus of Jesugéaching was the kingdom of God which he said was dawning with his arrival in
Palestine but was also to be expected at some time in the future. Most of the parables of Jesus were illus
trations about the coming kingdom of God.

Jesus also taught a totally new way of looking at ethics and moraliy accepted understanding of
ethics and morality was defined in terms of rigidly following a multitude of rules contained in both the
Jewish written law found in thEorah and the oral law transmitted through the chain of rabbis. Jesus said
that the motivation behind an act was more important than the act itself and that the primary motivation
behind morality and ethics was the commandment to love God with all your heart and soul and to love your
neighbor including your enemies, as much as you love yourself.

With regard to the divine nature of Jesus, it is almost impossible to sort ouf¢nerdié between what
Jesus actually said and what was placed in the text as a matter of faith by the First Century Christian
authors. Even though Jesus was frequently evasive about being identified as the Messiah and the Son of
God, he did dirm both titles directly from time to time. He clearly was not, howgetlee militaristic
Messiah that was the focus of most peaplespes.

The Early Ministr y of Muhammad

As Muhammad grew into manhood, he became more and more concerned with the crudeness, supersti
tions, constant violence, greed, and abuses of the poor and powerless in the Quraysh tribe. But, he also had
come to believe tha&llah (The God), one of the gods worshipped by the Quraysh, was the only God, the
creator supreme providesustainerand determiner of all human destiny

He had begun to take retreats in a cave near the summit of Mount Hira just outside of Mecca where he
would meditate on the mysteries of good and evil while focusing his prayédtabn Sometimes these
vigils would last all night and as the presenc@lzh became increasingly real and awesome, he came to
believe that there was only one Gddlah, and thatAllah was the same one God worshipped by the
Christians and Jews.

On the 17th of the month of Ramadan in 610, Muhammad fell into a trance and was confronted by a
powerful presence that he later identified as the archangel Gdtwéeangel said, “Proclaim!” and, when
Muhammad resisted the angel squeezed him “to the end of his endulidnge¢dbk place three times until
theses words flowed from the Prophet:

Proclaim in the name of your Lord who created!
Created man from a clot of blood.

Proclaim!The Lord is the most generous,

Who teaches by the pen,

Teaches man what he knew nQuran 96.1-3

These were the first words of the Quran. Over the next 21 years, Muhammad — who could neither read
nor write — received hundreds of messages from Gabriel, which he then repeated to others who wrote them
down to form the QurarT.he fact that the illiterate Muhammad was able to produce one of the mast theo
logically profound and poetically beautiful literary works in history is believed my Muslims to be absolute
proof that the Quran is the actual words of God, not the writings of a man.

When Muhammad came down from the mountain after that first vision, he was frightened and bewil
dered. He told no one except his wife, Khadija, and her cousin, the ChNgtieaga ibn NawfalThey
became convinced that Muhammad had received a direct revelation from God and encouraged him to begin
preaching, which he did after two years.

In the beginning, Muhammad attracted only a small group of followers, mostly friends and Himily
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wife, Khadija, was his first and most loyal follow&he was soon joined by MuhamnsaftiendAbu Bakr,
who would become Islamfirst Caliph after the death of the Prophet, Muhamsgoling cousinAli ibn
Talib, who would later become Islasrfourth Caliph, and another merchant, UthmanAitfan.

Some of the new adherents were attracted by Muhamnsng egalitarian ethic in which he
preached that wealth should be shared with the poor and weak and that all persons should be treated with
respect regardless of their station in lifdis equality also extended to women to a degree unheard of in
Seventh Centunjrabia. He demanded that human beings behave toward one another with justice, equity
and compassion and warned that all would be judgelialy.

Others were attracted to the new religion by the sheer beauty of the Quran, which many recognized
immediately as great art. Many of the new participants could neither read nor write so they began the prac
tice of memorizing and reciting the Quran aloud, a practice that is still revered in Islam, and they quickly
came to realize that it had a mesmerizirfga&fon people.

Muhammad did not believe he was starting a new religion, only that he was providing new revelations
about the One God\llah, to theArabs of Mecca. Howevgthe new group began to take on a totally new
character and eventually came to be called “Islam” which means “surrender” and the followers were called
“Muslims,” persons who had surrendered their entire beirdlab.

The Growing Conflict

Both Jesus and Muhammad preached and taught a totally new way of life which soon brought them into
conflict with the religious establishment of their times.

In the First Centurythe Jewish rabbi, Jesus, announced that he was bringing a new sense of hope, a
new ethic, and a new revelation from God to the Jewish pedpie.the Jewish religious establishment
immediately began to plot against him.

In the Seventh Centuriiluhammad, member of thgab Quraysh tribe, began preaching a new way
of living based on revelation about the tribptimary godAllah. And, the Quraysh power structure imime
diately began to plot against him.

The way in which the two most important religious leaders in history responded to these conflicts has
much to do with the shape of both Christianity and Islam today

Reflection Questions:

1. What parallels and diffences in the primgrministly of Jesus and Muhammad seem most striking to
you?

2. Both Jesus and Muhammad quickly elevated womeretdeagrlevels of equality and leadership than was
common in the cultes in which they lived. What do you believe was the long term impact of this?

3. Why did the praching and teaching of both Jesus and Muhammad bring them into conflict with the
religious and secular leaders of their time?
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Chapter Four:
Jesus and Muhammad,

the Conflicts

oth Jesus and Mohammedrought a totally new way of thinking about God and a revolutionary
B new ethic to their worldAnd, in both cases, their new ideas threatened the religious and political

establishments and generated severe conflibis.way in which they responded to these conflicts
distinctly sets the two men apart and has characterized the tone of the two religions ever since.

Jesus’Conflict With Jewish Authorities

The first significant sign of conflict against Jesus and his followers in the gospels was when Jesus’
cousin, John the Baptist, was arrested and imprisoned at Machaerus Castle near the Degetigechby
HerodAntipas. John had openly preached about Herimdimorality because of his marriage to Herodias
who had been first been married Aatipas’ brother Philip. Later to fulfill a rash promise made to
Herodias’daughter Salome, Herod had John beheaded. Soon, some Pharisees warned Jesus that Herod
Antipas wanted to kill him and Jesusaction was to call Herod, “That fox!”

While Jesus was still in Galilee, more and more scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees began to show up
wherever he was preaching, healing, or teaching. Most of them had probably been sent by the Sanhedrin,
the primary court of Judaism in Jerusalem, to investigate what Jesus was doing and saying. In Jerusalem,
it gradually became clear to the High Priest, Caiaphas, the retired High Rmiess$, and other fifers of
the court that Jesus had to be eliminafidtey feared that Jesusfeaching would stir up the people so
much that they would turn against the religious establishment.

Several times, they sent out groupsTemple police and soldiers to capture Jesus but, each time he
escapedThen, a few weeks before Passoyanobably in the spring of the year 29, Jesus fled from
Jerusalem to an area east of the Jordan River after the Jewish leadership tried first to stone him and then
have him arrested for blasphemy because he had announced, “The Father and | are one ... the Father is in
me and | am in the Fathér

A few weeks laterJesus returned to the Jerusalem area to perform an ultimate act of healing by raising
his beloved friend Lazarus who had been dead for four days. Many Jewish leaders witnessed the resurrec
tion of Lazarus and, more importantyitnessed the response of the many people who came to believe in
Jesus because of this event.

The concerns of the Jewish leadership accelerated and they sought again to have him arrested, tried, and
executedThe High Priest Caiaphas said to the high court, the Sanhedrin, “It is better for you to have one
man die for the people than to have the whole nation destroyed.” But, Jesus eluded his pursuers again and
escaped with his disciples to Ephraim on the edge of the desert wilderness.

Then, Jesus and his disciples returned to the Jerusalem area six days before Pdssiovbey were
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spotted at the residence of Lazarus in the suburb of Bettienyerusalem Jewish leaders plotted to have
both Jesus and Lazarus arrested. Howdwamrause of Passoyéne population in Jerusalem had swollen
with pilgrims to ten times its normal size and the Roman goveRumtius Pilate, had moved into the city
with a legion of soldiers from Caesarea to keep ofider Jewish leadership was concerned that, because
of Jesusgrowing popularitya public arrest might start riots.

The situation was further exacerbated, howewden Jesus made a dramatic entry into Jerusalem on
the foal of a donkeya symbol that was understood by the crowd as an announcement that he was, indeed,
the long expected Messiahhe people believed that a Messiah would come who would be in the lineage
of King David, would be a powerful general with divine powasrd would drive out the Roman occupy
ing forces as well as the religious and aristocratic Jewish leadef$lgizrowd identified Jesus as that
Messiah, shouted “Hosanna!” and lined his path with their garments and palm fronds.

When Jesus arrived in the heart of the city surrounded by immense crowds, he went immediately to the
Temple area to drive out the moneychangers and merchants who were selling sacrificial Bhisnakss
a direct attack on the abuses of Teenple sacrificial system that was the primary means of financial sup
port for the Jewish leadership.

Because most of his followers had come to believe Jesus was the Messiah, they expected a confronta
tion with the authorities would end in Jesus using his power to destr@gitiige leadership, the Jewish
aristocracyand the Roman occupational forces. One of Jetasest disciples, Judas, a Judean and like
ly a member of one of the Zionist revolutionary groups like the Sicarii, betrayed Jesus to the Jewish lead
ership. It is probable that Judas believed that, if Jesus was arrested, it would force him to retaliate against
the establishment.

However Jesus had consistently told his followers that he wadeaatit kind of Messiah than the one
they expected. He was the “Bring servant” Messiah that had been predicted by Isaiah and he would suf
fer and die for the benefit of the people rather than go to war for them. He was arrested, tried, and found
guilty of the capital crime of blasphemy by the Sanhedrin.

Because the Sanhedrin could not actually carry out an execution, Jesus was handed over to the Roman
governoy Pontius Pilate, for executiolfter some minor questioning by Pilate, Jesus was whipped,
mocked, and marched to a hill outside the city walls where he was crucified along with two thieves. He
died around three o’clock on Friday afternoon and, because the next day was the Sabbath, he was taken
down from the cross and laid in a nearby tomb.

On Sunday morning, Jesus rose from the tomb. He made a variety of appearances before his followers
in both Jerusalem and Galilee over the next forty days and then ascended into heaven.

Muhammad’s Conflict With the Meccans

Just as the preaching of Jesus immediately put him in conflict with the Jewish authorities in Jerusalem,
Muhammads preaching immediately put him in conflict with the Quraysh authorities in M&acapri-
mary aspects of his preaching and teaching threatened the power structures in Mecca.

Rigid Monotheism. The Quraysh believed thalah was the High God but they also believed in a wide
variety of pagan gods and 360 idols were arranged around the Kabah, a huge cube-shaped shrine in Mecca.
Muhammad emphasized that there was only one dtadh, and that all the rest were non-existent and that
any belief in them was detrimental to true faith. Because of this, Muhammad made his followers face
Jerusalem when they prayed, turning their backs on the pagan Kdimleconomy of the Quraysh
depended on pilgrims coming to the Kabah, the most important worship ceArabia, and spending
money to gain the favor of their favorite god or goddess. Muhansmpagiaching against this was damag
ing the income of the Quraysh.

Eternal Life. Along with Christians and Jews, Muhammad preached that God would, ultinjadeje
all humansAt the Last Judgment, they would be judged on the degree to which they followed the imper
atives of the Quran, especially those that called for care of the poor and redistribution of wealth, not on
their wealth or social statuShe Quraysh believed that there was no such thing as life after death, no heav
en or hell, and that only those things that would increase personal wealth and power in this life were of any
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value.The only ethic that mattered was loyalty to the tribe and its general values. So, Muhsienmatté
sis on life after death, heaven and hell, and the Final Judgment was seen as a direct attack on both the
revered traditions and the rampant capitalism of the Quraysh.

A New Ethic. Muhammad preached a significantly higher level of social responsibility than had ever
been heard in th&rab world before. He called for moral reform covering the just treatment of the disad
vantaged, orphans, the ppdine hungry debtors, widows, travelers, slaves and other unfortunates. He
called for the same loyalty and communal support that had been the hallmaak afibal tradition to be
extended to all followers oAllah, regardless of tribal membershifind, he called for tolerance of
Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians because they were also “People of the Book” who had received revela
tion similar to what he had receivékhis insulted the traditions of the Quraysh as well as threatening their
historic tribal structures, power base, and economic systems.

The Quraysh opposition to Muhammad intensified rapidigy imposed a boycott on the small Muslim
group, forbidding either intermarriage or commerce with thieme. Muslims were not able to buy food and
many of their businesses were ruingtler two years of the boycott, it was lifted but, almost immediately
Muhammads uncle and protectofbu Talib, died leaving the prophet in danger of being killed by the
Quraysh.

At about this time, a delegation from the agricultural towNathrib, 250 miles north of Mecca, came
to see Muhammad:he assortment dfrab and Jewish tribes that lived togetheYathrib were constant
ly at war with one another and they had heard that Muhansmau! religious philosophy contained ideas
that might help them end the strif¥hen an assassination attempt on Muhammad failed in 622, the group
of Muslim families decided to immigrate ¥athrib. This immigration is identified by Muslims as the
beginning of the Islamic era because it wa¥aithrib (renamed “Medina” which means “The Prophet’

City”) that Muhammad was finally able to fully implement the ideals of the Quran. Because of this, the
year 622 is year one on the Islamic Calendar

In Medina, Muhammad was successful in bringing most of the conflicting tribes together into a single
Muslim community through both the power of his religious message and his administrative and political
skills. He immediately built a simple mosque where, every Fridayreached standing on a tree trunk.

All of the activities of the Muslim community — secylaocial, sacred, militayyolitical and economic —

came under the authority of Muhammad and the Quranic ideal. Everyone belonged to the one community
regardless of their tribal fation, no one could attack anyone else, and everyone pledged to protect one
another It was revolutionary and it brought peace to the troubled area.

Back in Mecca, howevethe leaders of the Quraysh were greatly threatened by the development of this
new “super tribe” especially when the Muslims, needing more economic resources, turned to the honored
Arabic tradition of “ghazu,” raiding other tribes for booty and livestock. Because of the recent hostilities
from the Meccans, their rich caravans became the primaygttdn March of 624, a bitter battle ensued
between a Meccan army protecting a major caravan and the Median forces led by Muhammad himself and,
even though the Meccan force was muchdart was severely defeated by Muhamnsasliperior mih
tary leadership.

Over the next yeaclashes between the Meccan and Median armies continued until the Battle of the
Trench when 3,000 Muslims severely defeated an invasion force of 10,000 Meccans, again because of
Muhammads superior military leadership. Following this decisive vigtongny of the smaller northern
Arab tribes gradually joined the Muslim community under the leadership of Muhammad and in just a few
years, this Muslim community became the dominant for@eabia.

However even though the Quran allows for warfare as a means of defending the faithful, it teaches that
war is so awful that Muslims must do everything possible to restore peace as quickly as possible.
Therefore, after his stunning defeat of the Meccans, Muhammad set out to bring peace to the land. He
announced that daily prayers would now be done facing Mecca instead of Jerusalem and he set out with
1,000 unarmed followers to make the traditional religious pilgrimage, the hajj, to the Kabah in TMhésca.
led to a peace treaty between the Muslim community and the Quraysh and dozens maémabrrdles
converted to Islam and joined the Muslim community
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In 630, the Quraysh violated the treaty and attacked one of the smaller tribes belonging to the Muslim
community and, in retaliation, Muhammad marched on Mecca with a hugeTdren@uraysh surrendered
without a single drop of blood being shé&the Muslims entered Mecca, destroyed all the idols around the
Kabah, and rededicated it to the worship of the one Gitah).

Two years laterat age 68, Muhammad died of natural causes just ten years after the beginning of the
Islamic era. In this decade, virtually all Afabia had converted and become part of the Muslim commu
nity. Some of this happened through creative political alliances, some through marriages in which
Muhammad added to his growing harem of wives, and some through military force. Hove\awmi
nant thing that united th&rabs — and would eventually unite thegast and longest lasting empire the
world had ever known — was the compelling attractiveness of the Islamic faith.

Jesus encountered conflict and gave up his life as a sacrificial Savior of humankind. Muhammad
encountered conflict and rose up as a great religious, political and military Savior of humah&s®ltwo
deeply religious men of God brought about more change in the world than all of the other leaders through
out history combined.

Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think the paching of both Jesus and Muhammad seatemed the power sittures of their
time?

2. Do you believe that Jesus had the power tvent his aucifixion?

3. Do you think Muhammad was less okéigious man because hesponded militarily to the attacks on the
Muslim community?
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Chapter Five:

Apostles and Caliphs

hen Jesus and Muhammad diedtheir followers were devastated@he disciples of Jesus
W believed that he was the divine Messiah who had been empowered by God to destroy the Roman

occupiers, replace the Jewish aristocrary establish a new Jewish kingdom. Instead, he had
been arrested, convicted of a capital crime, and executed as a common criminal leaving his follewers con
fused, disappointed, frightened, and hopeless.

When Muhammad died suddenly after uniting virtually alAdbia in less than a decade, it caught his
followers totally unprepared for how to continue their religious and political movement without his reli
gious zeal, powerful intelligence, and charismatic leadership.

The formative years that followed the deaths of Jesus and Muhammad established the tone-and struc
tures that would dominate the woddwo lagest religions from then on.

The Apostles Empoweed by the Holy Spirit

In the days before Jesus was arrested and executed, he told his disciples that, after his death, they should
wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit, “I have said these things to you while | am still with
you. But theAdvocate, the Holy spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that | have said to you.”

After his resurrection and just before his ascension into heaven, Jesus again promisedotneviil, “Y
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now...you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you will be my withesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.”

Then, on the day of Pentecost just forty days after Jesus rose from the tomb, his followers were all gath
ered together when something remarkable happened to These men and women, who had been hid
ing behind locked doors in fear of the same forces that had taken their, festerush of power and
enthusiasm that sent them out into the world to continue the teaching of Jesus and to tell the story of his
sacrificial death and miraculous resurrectibhey understood this rush as the coming of the Holy Spirit
that Jesus had promised and it filled them with the courage and zeal necessary to launch a new Christian
community

This new community was, at first, made up of the Jews that had followed Tksydormed them
selves into a communal society in Jerusalem in which everyone pooled their resources and submitted to the
authority of theApostles headed by Jeslsading disciple, Simon Peteand Jesudirother JamesThe
New Testament tells that this “Mother Church” of Christendom quickly grew to around 5,000 people and
an order of Deacons was established to reduce the workloadAyidiktes.

Even though this Jerusalem Church was solidly Jewish, it began to reach out cautiously to Gentiles and
Samaritans. Peter baptized a household of Gentiles in Caesarea, Peter and John converted a group of
Samaritans, and Phillip reached out to an Ethiopian. In addition, as Jewish Christians fled the grewing hos

16



Christianity and Islam

tilities in Jerusalem, they established small Christian communities in outlying areas that eventually attract
ed Gentiles into their midst. Howey&hristianity would probably have remained mostly Jewish if it had
not been for the conversion of the Jewish lea8aul ofTarsus.

Saul was an intellectual Pharisee and a Roman citizen from a well-to-do Jewish senfilgd come
to Jerusalem to study under the great Rabbi Gamalial. Saul was also an ardent persecutor of deviant Jewish
groups such as the Christians and regularly accepted missions from the Sanhedrin to seek out and arrest
them. On one of these missions, Saul had a spectacular vision of Jesus that turned him from an-ardent per
secutor to an ardent missionary

Paul eventually settled in the Gentile cityAmitioch in Syria because the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem
did not trust himWith the support of the Church Antioch, he made three lengthy journeys over the next
several years establishing churches in many of the Roman cithesaoMinor and Greecelhese new
churches were predominantly Gentile, economically stable, and made up of people from all strata of soci
ety from wealthy landowners to slaves.

At the same time that Paul was traveling across the Mediterranean lands starting churches, some of the
Apostles and other Christian leaders were doing the same Tiiage new churches naturally developed
doctrine they had learned from their founders and held allegiances to their founders so that there were
groups of “PauB Churches” and “JohsChurches” and “PetarChurches” throughout the Gentile world.

Pauls letters to his churches make up more than a third of thelBlgtament and, when combined with
the letters of Petedohn, James, Jude and others, it is clear that the churches of the First Century struggled
a great deal with developing their identity and uriityey had no Bible to follow except the Hebrew Bible.

They had no concrete doctrine except the oral tradition about the teachings of Hegusad no written
constitution that told them how they were to structure themselves.

Gradually the letters of Paul and the other missionaries came together as scfiptuoellected sto
ries about Jesus and his teachings were gathered together by a few and written down and, shortly after the
end of the First Centuryhese documents began to take on the status of Sacred Scripture even though they
were not dficially canonized into what we know as the N&@stament for another 250 yeaksabout this
same time, churches began to develop the hierarchical structure of bishops, priests, and deacons that even
tually became firmly established.

Over the next three centuries, the rapidly growing Christian community went through some times of
great sufering under oppressive Roman governments and other times of great peace and expansion.
Eventually in the Fourth Centuryinder Constantine the Great, Christianity was established aditied of
religion of the Roman Empire. Under Constantine and future emperors, the bishops of the church were
called together in great synods to solidify the doctrines, Scriptures, and structures of the church. Once this
was done, all deviant forms of Christianity were outlawed and eventually brought into the mainstream or
destroyed.

The Quran and the Caliphs

The death of Muhammad was a great shock that created a grave crisis in Islam because he had been the
sole leader doctrinallysocially politically, and militarily The Muslim Community had grown so rapidly
that it contained many smaller tribes whose conversion to Islam wasnalaand lager tribes that had
formed alliances for reasons that were more political and economic than relithmut the charismat
ic leadership of Muhammad, it was not clear whether or not the unified Muslim Community would be able
to sustain itself.

However a distinct diference between Islam after the death of Muhammad and Christianity after the
death of Jesus was the existence of the Quran, the sacred Scriptures of Islam that had been dictated to
Muhammad over a twenty-year period. Muslims firmly believed that the Quran was the actual word of God
for humankind and that it contained everything they needed to continue.

Another diference was that Muhammad himself had consisterdlyear that he was nothing more than
a Prophet, a Messengan a long line of Messengers includiAgam, Abraham, Moses, and Jesi$e
Quran says “Muhammad is naught but a Messenger; Messengers have passed away befaréhkim.”
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death of Muhammad\bu Bakr said, “O men, if anyone worships Muhammad, Muhammad is dead- If any
one worships God, God is alive, immortal.”

One of the key questions with which the Muslim Community had to deal was whether or not they would
try to remain a single, united community under one religious doctrine and one leader or to split back up
into separate communities each headed by its own political and religious Tdeeopted for one unit
ed community and elected Muhamngtitherin-law and closest allyAbu Bakr, to be the first Caliph or
“Successor of the Prophet.”

Bakr died after only two years and Umar ibn al-Khattab was elected as the second Caliph. He served
until he was killed by a Persian prisoner of war ten years ldtaman ibnAffan was elected to be the
third Caliph and ruled for twelve years until he was assassinated by malcontent Muslim soldiers who
acclaimed Muhammasl'cousinAli ibn Abi Talib, as the fourth Caliptli ruled for only five years until
he was murdered by a Muslim extremist.

These four Caliphs — BakUmar Uthman and\li — are known as the Rashidun or the “Rightly Guided
Caliphs.” Like Muhammad, they were deeply religious men who lived modésligwed the Quran
explicitly, and worked tirelessly to keep the Muslim Community together as a united €hétyhree
decades that they ruled are looked upon by most Muslims as the @gleleh Islam when every facet of
life came under the authority of the Quran, when their political leaders were also their religious leaders,
and when the egalitarian and religious ideals of Muhammad and the Quran took shape in a united Islamic
Empire which included most of the modé&rab countries as well as Iraidfghanistan, Pakistan and the
countries of CentraAsia.

The spread of Islam during these three decades was not without conflict. First, to maintain the unity of
the Islamic Empire, Bakr had to deal with the defection of a few tribes that had originally joined the com
munity for purely economic and political reasons and who believed that, with the death of Muhammad,
their alliances were brokeithe influence of the new religion was so strong, howabeat when these
tribes tried to break awathey claimed that they were still Muslim but with their own religious and-polit
ical leaders.

In what are called the Ridda ApostacyWars, Bakr moved swiftly against the defecting tribes and
brought them back into the tgr communityThe primary result of th&postacyWars was tha#rabia
became, in ééct, a nation state for the first time in its history with a single religion, a single government,
and a standing army

During the next two decades, under the Caliphates of Umar and Uthman, there was a great wave of
expansion that captured most of the holdings of the Byzantine and the Sasanian empires that surrounded
them.These conquests were understood to be Mdlys liberating people from oppressive, non-Islamic
governments but, true to the Quran, the Christians, Jews, and Zorastrians in these lands were not required
to convert.They were allowed to continue their non-Islamic worship activities so long as they paid an
annual tribute or tax to the Muslim Community

Throughout the 24 years of the caliphates of Baknar and Uthman, a minority within the Islamic
movement continued to believe that the leadership of Islam should have fa#llerwtioo was a cousin of
the Prophet and, therefore, his rightful hiiear the end of Uthmamieign, this movement gained consid
erable strength and, eventualbyought about the death of Uthman and the establishmatitasf Caliph.

The next few years were rent with civil war that established most of the factions or “denominations” that
have existed within Islam ever since.

It is easy for Christians to be critical of the growth of Islam by defining it entirely as military and polit
ical conquest rather than religious revival. In fact, Islam was born into a world of constant violence, tribal
warfare, and vicious oppression of the weaker members of society and while Islam did not bring about a
total cessation of violence, it certainly curbed it through its religious emphasis on personal morality and
the building of a just communitBecause the Muslim sees all of life, including political and economic
activity, as part of the sacred quest, empire building was as much a part of religious commitment as prayer
and worship.

Reflection Questions:
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1. For both Christianity and Islam, the most significanbygth happened when theligions became
“established” as the primar religion of lage geo-political entities—the Roman Emparand the Islamic
Empire. What does this tell us about theesat of eligion?

2. How do you feel about the idea efigion being spead though militayy force?

3. The concept of separation of “chalr and state” or “secular and saed” is primarily a moderrAmerican
concept that has gradually sgad to other \&stern nations. Do you understand this to be a good or bad
idea?
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Chapter Six:
Schisms and Denominations

oth Christianity and Islam have failed to maintain the unity that their founders envisioned.
BChristianity remained one Body of Christ for a millenniumgédy because it became the estab
lished religion of the Roman Empire and because it developed a rigid autocratic structure of bish
ops, cardinals and the pope in Rorfiken, in its second millennium, Christianity split into hundreds of
denominations.
Islam split into its two lagest sects — the Sunnis and the Shiites — just a few decades after the death of
Muhammad but has developed only a few other “denominations” over the remaining débadwgstory
of division within the worlds two lagest religions has also been tarnished by intense hostilities, oppres
sion of minorities, and warfare that is in conflict with the teachings of both religions. In fact, Christians
have killed more Christians and Muslims have killed more Muslims in intrafaith struggles over the years
than either religion has killed of the other

The Catholic-Orthodox Schism and the étestant
Reformation

Earliest Christianity struggled to maintain its unity as it defined its&if. early “denominationalism”
developed because there was no Nestament, no universal doctrine, and no constitution on which to build
its definition of itself. Clusters of churches developeddbraround arpostle or other missionary that had
originally formed them. So, there were Paul Churches, John Churches, Peter CApallee€hurches, etc.

Because so much depended on charismatic leadership rather than written doctrine and structure, some
of theseApostle-oriented churches split into smaller clusters wheAplostles were no longer around to
hold them togethelt is clear from the five “John” books in the N@astament, for instance, that the €on
gregations iWesternTurkey that had originally formed around thgostle John eventually split into sects
that called one another heretics.

In 313, howeverChristianity became bially recognized by the government of Rome and, therefore,
had the same rights as other religiofisen, in 380, it became thefiofal religion of the Roman Empire
and, with only a few splinters, most of which were either destroyed or brought back into the mainstream,
Christianity remained a unified body until 1054.

After a thousand years of unithe church split into the Roman Catholic Church inWesst and the
Eastern Orthodox Church in the E&8te causes of the Great Schism were complex but had beenfoment
ing for nearly 200 yearS.he West spoke Latin while the East spoke Grélgle pragmatic and military
culture of thewWest clashed with the intellectual and artistic culture of the Ehststruggle for primacy
between the bishop of Rome (the pope) and the bishop of Constantinople (the patriarch) was exacerbated
by the political struggles between the European Holy Roman Empire and the Middle Eastern Byzantine
Empire.The doctrinal issue of whether the Holy Spirit proceeded from both the Father and the Son (the
West) or just from the Father (the East) became a religious rallying cry for both sides.
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Most historians date the separation from 1054 when Pope Leo IX in Rome and Patriarch Michael
Cerularius in Constantinople mutually excommunicated one an&btr sides continued to seek recon
ciliation until the Crusader armies from téest sacked Constantinople and slaughtered much of its pop
ulation in 1204.

The next big split in Christianity came with the Protestant Reformation in the Sixteenth Century that
eventually resulted in hundreds of new autonomous Protestant denominations around thEhesa|is.
really no single reason behind the creation of these many new denominations. In Europe, the birth of the
Lutheran, Reformed, arkhglican movements had a complex mixture of doctrinal and political causes and
resulted in bloody conflicts between the Catholic and Protestant nations, that&wvangelical Revival
gave birth to movements such as the Baptists and Methodists for reasons that had more to do with spiritu
al enthusiasm than doctrines or politics.

As Christianity spread to the NaWorld, Asia, andAfrica, the Protestant movement continued to splin
ter for structural, theological and political reasofsday there are more than 300 Protestant denomina
tions in the United ttes alone.

Even though modern Christendom is structurally divided into a vast number of denominations, there is
a greater spirit of cooperation and acceptance between denominations than there has been for centuries.
Cooperation and reconciliation between the three main bodies of Christendom — Catholic, Orthodox and
Protestant — is not likely to ever bring about a single, unified structure but, with the exception of a few
Fundamentalist denominations, there is a growing sense of Christian unity in the world.

Sunnis and Shiites

Because Islam began with a sacred text, the Quran, and a structure already solidified by Muhammad, it
did not go through the early struggles for unity that Christianity did. Howesenost severe split came
just three decades after the death of Muhammad and has remained a bitter division within Islam ever since.

When the Muslim Community cho#dou Bakr to be the first caliph in 622, there was a contingent that
believed the leadership of Islam should pass to a blood relative of Muhammad and theyA&vbred
Abi Talib, the Prophes’ cousin, ward, son-in-lawand closest living male relative. During the reigns of the
second caliph, Umaand the third caliph, Uthman, the support for the popular and deeply religious
grew until a contingent of the army mutinied in 656, assassinated Uthman, and acélaesdtie fourth
Caliph.

This action, howeveresulted in a five-year civil war between the supporteAiand various rebel
factions. One faction was led by Muhamnsaf#ivorite wife Aisha.Another was led by Muawiyyah, the
head of Uthmais Umayyad clan, who deposati and had himself proclaimed calipAnother rebel fac
tion was a radical group of discontents called the Kharajites who assas8inaiedb1.

Caliph Muawiyyah brought peace to the Muslim Commumiggtored a strong central government,
ruled for two decades, and launched the Umayyad dynasty that would expand Islam ingeghetapire
the world had ever known. Howeyéhe end result of the civil war was that a minority Shiite (Partisans of
Ali) movement split away from the mainstream Sunnis and the two groups have remained hostile to one
another ever since.

The Shiites believe that the first three Caliphs were illegitimate andlihaas the first of a series of
twelve Imams, all descendentsAdf, who inherited the special spiritual qualities of MuhammiBdey
believe the twelfth Imam, Muhammad al Muntazeno disappeared in 874, is the only legitimate ruler of
the Islamic world. In a belief not unlike the Christian hope for the second coming of Jesus, the Shiites hope
for the eventual return of Muntazn the interim, they believe that all authority — sacred, economic, sec
ular, military, cultural, and political — should be in the hands of Islamic clerics the way it is in Iran.

Shiites are primarily concentrated in Iran, Iraq and parts of Syria but are found in lesser concentrations
throughout the Islamic world and they make up about 12-15% of the total Islamic popUlbtom.are
approximately thirty smaller Shiite sects that have siibbfhe main group over the years. Over the-cen
turies there have been many outbreaks of violence between the majority Sunnis and the minority Shiites
have lost so many of these clashes thdegaf) has become a standard tenet of their theoBiggked
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from visiting the two main Islamic shrines in Mecca and Medina by\hleabbi Sunnis of Saudrabia,
the Shiites have come to revere the mosques built around the tofdhis dfajaf, Irag and his son, Hasan,
in Karbala, Iraq as primary pilgrimage sites.

Sufis

While the division between Sunnis and Shiites parallels the Christian divisions between denominations,
the relationship between Sufis and other Muslims is more like the modern Christian Charismatic move
ment that has participants in manyfeliént denominations. In the beginning, all of Islam was deeply spir
itual but, when the Islamic empire became wealthy and powerful, Islam became more and morédrsecular
reaction to this, mystical Sufi brotherhoods began to spring up in both Sunni and Shiite areas across the
empire and, todayt is estimated that nearly 40% of all Muslims are involved in some kind of Sufi broth
erhood.

The term “Sufi” comes from th&rabic word for wool because the first Sufis wore coarse woolen gar
ments similar to those worn by Christian monks and mystics. Sufis focus on self-sacrifice, spiritual disci
pline, studying and meditating on the Quran, praying and fasting, denying material desires, and carrying
out good worksTheir goal is to arrive at total communion with God, usually through the help of a teacher
and a wide variety of ecstatic practices including pragfeanting, and musigdhe Mawlawi/Mevlevi order
(Whirling Dervishes) infurkey is internationally known for its ecstatic dances.

Wahhabis

Compared to Sunnis, Shiites, and Sufis, the ultraconservative or “fundamehtaligtabis are a rela
tively modern development in Islar/ahhabi Islam is the B€ial religion of SaudiArabia and it has
spawned a variety of other fundamentalist groups includlirf@aeda.

Wahhabism began with Muhammad idbd al-Wahhab (1703-92) but is basedgiely on the writings
of the Thirteenth Century cleridhmad ibnTaymiyyah who sought to reform Sunni Islam to its original
purity. Wahhab thought that Sunni Islam had become too sethaShiites were heretics, and the wor
ship practices of the Sufis had degenerated intopeganism. He called for a puritanical reformation to
bring about absolute adherence to the Quran and@réuitions (records of Muhammad and the members
of the earliest Islamic Community) in all of society

Even though the origindVahhabi movement was squelched by the Ottoman government, the ideas of
Wahhab have continued to influence a variety of reform movements. In the Eighteenth, Nineteenth and
early Twentieth Centuries)Vestern colonialism demeaned, humiliated, and economically devastated most
of the Islamic areas of the worl@hroughout the Middléges, the Islamic empire had been so intellectu
ally, artistically militarily, and economically superior to the Christhest that the sudden rise of the
Western colonial powers left the Islamic world in chaos. In addition, the imperialist nations\Vidéshe
forcefully and arbitrarily broke up the united Islamic world into artificially draiestern style nations
headed byVestern-appointed rulers.

As the Islamic world came out from under the abuse&/axtern imperialism, some countries — such
asTurkey — opted foWWestern style secular states with institutions carefully separated between secular and
religious. Others — such as SaAdabia — were greatly influenced by téahhabi movement and opted to
become total Islamic states in which the Quran became the constitution and all of society came under
Sharia (Islamic religious law). Most modern Islamic countries, howaversomewhere in between these
two extremesAll of this resulted in intense anti-&%tern feelings, growing resistancéNestern secular
ism, and the belief by many that the only way to restore the unity and purity of Islam is through a radical
return to its rootsTherefore, the influence &fyahhabism and its fundamentalisfsbioots such aAl-

Qaeda continues to grow throughout the Islamic world.

Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think Christianity and Islam have been sogto split into a variety of sects, especially
since the teachings of Jesus and Muhammad both call for a unified faith?
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2. What do you think would happen if either Christianity or Islam became a single, unified movement in the
world?

3. Why do you think that fundamentalist movementhristian fundamentalists, Islamic fundamentalists, or
Jewish fundamentalists- develop so much hostility towhthe other goups in their owneligion and
toward other eligions?
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Chapter Seven:

The Bible and the Quran

udaism, Christianity and Islam are all “religions of the book” because they all rely on a set of

J sacred scriptures. Judaism, the earliest of the three religions, has the Hebrew Scriptures (called the
“Old Testament” by Christians). Christianity adds the Neatament to the Hebrew Scriptur&ad,

Islam, the youngest of the three religions, adds the Quran to both the Old arf@diaments.

Because Christianity accepts the Jewish scriptures and Islam accepts both the Jewish and Christian
scriptures, the three religions have much in common, more in fact than the three have with the-other reli
gions of the world. It is generally accepted, for example,Xhhatveh of the Oldestament, God of the
New Testament, andllah of the Quran are the same deity viewed from somewHatelitt perspectives.

But, the addition of the Newestament by Christians and the further addition of the Quran by the
Muslims also defines the primary fifences between the three religions.

Christians and the Bible

Christians view the Bible from widely d&rent perspective3he most conservative Christians believe
the Bible is the absolutely inerrant word of God in which every word was dictated by God and written
down by passive individuals. On the other extreme are Christians who believe that the Bible was written
and edited by individuals who brought their own biases, agendas, and limited knowledge into their writ
ings. Most Christians fall somewhere in between and believe that the Bible contaissw®od'with
regard to what is necessary for human salvation but contains some human errors with regard to science,
biography geographyand history

The Bible is an historical record of Gedhteraction with humankind that begins with the creation of
the world and ends with the promise of Jesesirn to the earth. Howevahe emphasis of the Bible is
not as much on the details of history as it is a record of<Zmdf-revelation in history

In fact, one of the primary ddrences between Christians and Muslims is that Christians view the com
ing of God in human form as Jesus Christ to be &oist significant act of self revelation while Muslims
view Gods dictation of the Quran as the most important revelatory event. For most Christians, the Bible
is merely the record of Galrevelation, not the revelation itself.

The NewTestament is the primary text for Christians and, whenever th@&3tdment and the New
Testament are in conflict, most Christians view the Negtament text as corrective. Because Christians
view the revelation of God in the person of Jesus Christ to be ultimate and complete, the record of it in the
New Testament supersedes all other revelation contained in thEe€tiiment.

The NewTestament contains 27 separate writings ranging in length from Luke, the longest book, to the
Second Letter of John, the short8dte dates when the books were written range from approximately two
decades after the death of Jesus for some of Pkatilers to somewhere in the middle of the Second
Century for a few of the others. Most, howeweere penned between 50 andAn.

The process of canonizing the N@astament took nearly four centuries even though much of it was
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accepted as sacred text by the second half of the Second C&hargyare many Christian writings from

the early centuries of the church that were not included in the canon even though a few of them are viewed
by scholars today as being nearly as important as those that were aceptathl selection of the books

of the NewTestament did not take place through arficiafl decree of a council or ecclesiasticdi@él

but through gradual acceptance across the church.

The first four books — the Gospels written by MatthBlark, Luke and John — are theological, biegra
phical, and historical documents about the life and ministry of Jesus and the fifth bookctstloé the
Apostles— covers the earliest years of the Christian community in much the same way as the Gospels cover
the life and ministry of JesuAll five of these books, which make up more than half of the Restament,
are focused more on the meaning of the events in the life of Jesus and the early church than they are on the
details of the events.

Thirteen letters purportedly written by tigostle Paul follow the Gospels ardts. Some, like
Ephesians and Romans, are theological treatises while others are more spontaneous and personal, dealing
with specific persons, problems and events in specific churthestemainder of the NeWestament is
made up of seven letters bearing the names of James, Johpakétrrde plus a written sermon, Hebrews,
and an apocalypse, the Revelation of John.

The NewTestament was originally written in non-literary Greek but was fairly soon translated into
Latin and it existed only in these two languages for more than a millenhagday it is available in vir
tually every written language in the world. It is the basis of most Christians preaching and, in many church
es, it is read aloud in its entirety over a three-year lectionary cycle.

The Quran

Unlike the Christian Newestament that is the product of several authors reflecting on the life and
teachings of Jesus, the Islamic Quran was delivered to one man, Muhammad, over a period of 23 years. Of
the 114 Suras (chapters) in the Quran, 86 were delivered during the early twelve years while Muhammad
was still in MeccaThe remaining 28 were delivered to him after the migration to Medina.

Another critical diference is that, for Muslims, the Quran is an absolute divine revelatinost uni
versally Muslims believe that God sent each Sura to Muhammad via the archangel Gabriel. In the early
years, the Suras were usually delivered to Muhammad when he was on prayer and fasting retreats in a cave
on Mount Hira near Mecca. Later they came during similar retreats in other locations. Each time, he fell
into a nearly sdbcating trance and he often heard strange sounds and saw vigiens Gabriel would
come to him and dictate Gadivords. Muhammad, who could neither read nor write, memorized the
words and then recited them to one or more of his followers who either memorized them or wrote them
down.After Muhammads death, the Suras were all collected into a book by his closest followers and four
“master copies” of the text were placed at Medina, Kufa, Basra and Damascas to safeguard future texts
from modification.

The Quran was delivered to Muhammad\mabic and Muslims believe that it cannot be translated into
other languagedVhen the Quran is published in other languages the publications are called “interpreta
tions” rather than translations and theabic is usually published side-by-side with the other language.
Throughout the Islamic world, the Quran is read alowraiic, chanted from mosque minaret&\nabic,
sung on the radio iArabic, and memorized in its entirety by imam#mabic even though the majority of
Muslims today are ndkrabs and do not speak or understand the language. But the language — especially
the sheer beauty of thrabic styling in the Quran — is part of its mystique and povweArabic, the
Qurans poetry is eloquent especially when it is chanted by a gifted imam. Unfortuntia¢efiowery and
poetic language of the Quran does not translate well into European languages afthenizsins and
Europeans find it very ditult to understand.

The 114 Suras of the Quran are broken down into 6,666 verses known as &yagfJuran would be
easier folWesterners to understand if its Suras were grouped either chronologically or thematically but
they are not. Instead, they are grouped in order of size with the shortest Sura first and the longest Sura last.
AlthoughWestern interpretations tend to add chapter numbers to the Suras and verse numbers to the ayas,
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Muslims still prefer to identify the Suras only by thanabic titles. Every Sura except the ninth begins
with the same phrase, “In the nameAtidh, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.”

The Suras dictated during Muhamneadarly Meccan period tend to be short warnings to the people in
a striking poetic styleThey are warned to turn away from the worship of pagan idols and focus on the wor
ship ofAllah because, in the ultimate resurrection, the faithful will be blessed while the unbelievers will
be damned.

During the later Meccan period, the Suras got longer with more doctrine and some Biblical material
showing that Islam grew out of and, in fact, perfected &editlier revelations in Judaism and Christianity
The Quran lifts up former prophets such as Nadlbtraham, Moses, Maryand Jesus but identifies
Muhammad as Gosd'ultimate and final prophethese Suras also begin to identify the Quran itself as a
miraculous revelation of God.

The Suras from the Medina period, focus on the divine approval and blessing of Muhsueader
ship. Many references to specific historic events show the growing importance of both Muhammad and the
Islamic Community during this periodlhese Suras also deliver most of the rules for living as a faithful
Muslim: rules for worship, prayefasting, politics, warfare, economics, treatment of others, education,
sexual relations, commerce, etc.

Hadith

The Quran, howevedid not cover every aspect of lifthile Muhammad was still alive, Muslims
sought his opinion on virtually everything: religious belief and ritual, eating, diplgmetfare, person
al hygiene, marriage, treatment of spouses, etc. In addition, Muhammad was considered to be a perfect
Muslim so his modest lifestyle, generosiiyd egalitarian ideals were widely imitated.

After Muhammads death, thousands of his sayings, pronouncements, and actions — called “Hadith”
which means “news” or “reports” — were in the minds of his followers and it soon became clear that these
had considerable value for helping guide future generations of Muslims. So, an elaborate process was
developed for collecting and verifying the authenticity of each saying or action of the Pityéptocess
took nearly 200 years and resulted in six major collections which contain both the sayings or actions and
the lists of persons through whom the oral traditions were handed @ibevQuran and the Hadith, togeth
er, form the basis of Islamic belief and provide guidance for virtually all facets of life.

Reflection Questions:

1. Muslims turn to the Quran and Hadith for guidance on all aspects of life including politigs, law
economics, family life, dietgrpractices, sexualifyand warfae. Why dom’Christians see the Bible as a
guide for all of life?

2. How does the Christian concept efvelation (in the person of Jesus) and the Muslim concept of
revelation (in the Quran) shape our twaligions in diffeent ways.

3. In what ways do you think the Bible and the Quran contain abslolute and in what ways do you think
they ae the poducts of human writers?
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Chapter Eight:
Pillars of Faith

t has often been saidhat the biggest dirence between Christianity and Islam is that the first focus
I es on orthodoxy and the second on orthopraxgZhristian is defined mostly by what he or she
believesA Muslim is defined mostly by what he or she does. Christianity is a system of beliefs while
Islam is a system of actions.

These are only broad generalities. It is certainly true that actions are also important to Christians and
beliefs are also important to Muslim3he NewTestament phrases from James that 4&gith without
works is dead,” are important emphases for many Christians. Simiiag has always emphasized the
requirement that adherents believe in at least six thing&illét), (2) Allah’s angels, (3\llah’s revealed
books (OldTestament, Newestament, and Quran), (&lah’s messengers (the Oléstament prophets,

John the Baptist, Jesus, and Muhammad)AllBh's day of judgment, and (8Jlah’s providence.

Still, in general, Christians do place more emphasis on beliefs than actions and Muslims do place more
emphasis on actions than beliefs. Conseque@tyistianity has nothing that directly parallels the famed
“Five Pillars of Islam” that define the religious duties expected of every Muslim.

These Five Pillars are: (The Declaration of Faith (Shahada), T2e Daily Prayers (Salat), (8Jms
Giving (Zakat), (4) Ramadan Fasting (Sawm), andlr'ts® Pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj).

The Declaration of Faith (Shahada)

A Muslim is a person who bears witness to the phrase, “There is no Gatlabuand Muhammad is
the messenger of Godrhis afirmation — the first of the Five Pillars of Islam — is all that is necessary for
a person to become a Muslim when it is said with heartfelt conviction. It is repeated many times in the daily
prayers of Islam. It is whispered in the ears of newborn children. It is the last thing said over the dying. It
is shouted as a war cry and whispered as a blessing. It is the univiemseitiaih of Muslims the world
over.

Because ditrent Christians emphasize fdifent beliefs, there is no universal short creedal statement
that all Christians share. Many would suggest that, “Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior” is universal but very
few Christians would automatically identify the phrase as a universally accepted creed. Most Christians
accept the much longé&postles Creed and, certainlguch Biblical phrases as the LardPrayerthe
Golden Rule and John 3.16 are known and accepted by virtually all Christians.

Daily Prayers (Salat)

One of the most impressionable features of daily life in Muslim countries is the fréqabit chant
ing by the muezzins from the mosque minarets that, t@daysually intensified through electronic mega
phones.These calls to prayer happen five times a day: at dawn, noon, late afternoon, sunset, and late
evening.When the call to prayer happens, all Muslims are required to stop whatever they are doing and
pray (worship) at home, in public, or at the mosdins set of canonical prayers, called “Salat,” is the sec
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ond of the Five Pillars of Islam.

The prayers are obligatory for all Muslims and have been carefully prescribed since the time of
MuhammadThey must be preceded by ritual washing of the hands, face, head, arms and feet as well as
by mental and emotional preparatidinen, the worshipper must face Mecca and recite a lengthy preset
prayer (mostly verses from the Quran)Airabic while going through a series of body motions similar to
those of persons approaching a king, shah, or emperor in late medievalTti@ss.body movements,
which symbolize total subjection of the individual to the power of God, include standing, holdisg one’
hands beside orekars, folding one’hands across osethest, bowing, and prostrating with ané&sre
head touching the floor or grounthe entire sequence, called the “rakah,” is repeated one, two, or three
more times depending on which of the five prayer times is being celebrated. In all, the worshipper com
pletes the full cycle seventeen times in a single @ayFriday the noon prayers are normally done at the
mosque where they are followed by Quranic readings and a sermon.

Christians have no obligatory procedures that parallel the Muslim Salat. Howesgy Christians
understand Sunday worship attendance, the celebration of Holy Communion, confi@sdimesday night
prayer services, prayer at meals, prayer before bed, etc. to be quasi-obligatory in nature.

Alms Giving (Zakat)

The third of the Five Pillars of Islam is the giving of alfke Zakat is not precisely charity because
it is compulsory but it is not really a tax either because it is given as an act of purification and thanksgiv
ing to God.The tithe is paid to religious leaders to be used exclusively for helping persons in need. It is
prescribed to be an annual contribution of 2.5% of a persotdl wealth and assefhe Zakat supports
a general welfare system in Islamic countries because it is used exclusively to feed,tteqramurage
conversion to Islam, to ransom captives, to relieve debtors of their burden, to help travelers, to support
those who devote themselves to the cause of God, to build hospitals, to support people injured in a Jihad,
and to defend the Islamic faith. Shiites also pay an additional tithe of 20% on all new income for the year
that is used for similar purposes.

In addition to the obligatory Zakat, Muslims are encouraged to make charitable contributions to the
poor during special Holy Day ceremonies and throughout the year as an expression of their faith.

Giving is also important to Christians and some form of tithe or pledged weekly contribution is under
stood to be a condition of membership in most churches. In general, Chridirmnghritable giving as
part of their thanksgiving to God and their obedience to the kind of outreach to others called for in the ethic
taught by Jesus. Few Christians, howewayuld be comfortable with the concept of an obligatory tax as
part of their religious commitment.

The Ramadan Fast (Sawm)

The fourth of the Five Pillars of Islam is the requirement to observe a month-long fast during Ramadan,
the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and the month in which Muhammad received the first revelation
of the Quran. During the 29 or 30 days of Ramadan, all adult Muslim believers must abstain from food,
drink and sex during daylight hours unless they are seriously ill, insane, pregnant, nursing, or aged.
Travelers and modestly ill persons can defer their fasting during Ramadan and make it Qhildten
gradually increase the number of days they fast each year until they reach puberty when they begin the
complete fast along with their parents.

Ramadan begins at the first appearance of the crescent moon and continues until the next crescent moon
so it moves in relationship to our calendar and begins eleven days earlier evefhgaaonth is very
sacred and the focus is on recognizing human frailty and dependence upon God, personal spiritual devel
opment, and outreach to the less fortunate.

During Ramadan, everyone rises early enough to eat a meal before sunrise. Nothing is then eaten or
drunk until after sunset when a light “breakfast” is eaten. Each evening, families and guests gather to read
the Quran and pray together either at home or at the mosque followed by a ritual meal with special foods
and sweets before bedtime. Many Muslims commit to reading the entire Quran every year during
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Ramadan.

On the 27th of Ramadan, called the “Night of PoWwbftuslims commemorate the actual day that
Muhammad received the first revelation of the Quran with extensive evening mosque séhgoe®n
the first day of the next month, they celebrate the Feast of the Breaking of the Fast (Eid ul Fitr)-with spe
cial foods, family gatherings, dressing the children in new clothes, giving alms to thel@oanations,
exchanging gifts, and other festivities that last for several days.

Many Christians used to refrain from certain foods each Friday and during the weeks preceding Easter
but few observe the ritual todagome Christians in the Methodis#gleyan tradition follow the practice
of JohnWesley in fasting every week from after fhileursday evening meal until the Friday evening meal
and contributing what would have been spent on food to Christian causes. Some others participate in occa
sional fasts as part of specific religious ceremonies but, in general, fasting is not an important part of
Christian worship and devotional activities.

Most Christians do, howevebbserve periods of religious preparation prior to the Holy Days of
Christmas and EasteFhe seven-week period of Lent leading up to Easter and thevimk period of
Advent leading up to Christmas have historically been somber periods of penitence and personal reflection
designed to prepare persons for the important festivals that followed. HoteslagrLent andAdvent are
much more celebratory in natufiehe feasting and festivities surrounding Christmas and Easter have much
of the same atmosphere and activities for Christians that the feasts at the end of Ramadan and the Hajj have
for Muslims.

Pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj)

The fifth of the Five Pillars of Islam is the pilgrimage to Mecca in SAcatia that is expected of all
Muslims at least once if they are physically and financially able to dd'ke.Hajj happens every year
during the first twelve days of the twelfth month, and between two and three million Muslims from all
around the world take the pilgrimage every year

The pilgrims who participate in the Hajj wear simple garmeht® men wear two seamless white
cloths and the women wear a similar outfit that entirely covers the body except for face and hesels.
simple white garments symbolize purity and the unity of all Muslims regardless of economic status, race,
language, or ethnic heritage.

As the pilgrims approach Mecca, they shout “I am here, O Lord, | am here!” and, when they enter the
city, their first commitment is to visit the Kaaba and move around it seven times in great counterclockwise
circles in the same manner that they believe the angels move arousdt@ode in heaven. Known as the
“House of God,” the Kaaba is the most sacred spot in the Muslim world. It gea(#85'x 33’ x 50’) cube-
shaped structure covered with black cloth embroidered in gold with verses from the Quran. Muslims
believe the original Kaaba was built Bdam as an earthly representation of the heavenly throne of God.
The current Kaaba was built Bypraham and Ishmael after the original was destroyed in the great flood of
Noah’ time. It stands at the center of the courtyard of the Grand Mosque in Mecca and contains the “Black
Stone,” a meteorite believed by Muslims to have been placed théerblgam and Ishmael to commem
orate the original covenant between God Ahchham.

After the sacred ceremony at the Kaaba, the pilgrims on the Hajj participate in a variety ofTititemals.
process between the hills of Safa and Marwa seven times to commemorats Hesperate desert search
for her son Ishmael and for watd@hey drink from theNell of Zamzam believed to be the spot where
Hagar and Ishmael first found wat&hey gather at a vast empty plain 12 miles outside of Mecca called
Arafat where Muhammad delivered his final sermon and they go to Mina where they symbolically reject
evil by throwing stones at three pillars on the site where they believe Satan téimatieam and Ishmael.

SaudiArabia’s Wahabbi Sunni Muslims have prohibited Shiite Muslims from entering the mosque in
Mecca for many years so they have developed their own pilgrimages to the shiidieanaf his son
Hussein in Najaf and Karbala, Iraq. Howewvarder the dictatorship of Saddam Hussein, Shiites were also
prohibited from taking pilgrimages to their own shrines.

The Hajj concludes with the most important festival of the Islamic yleaGreat Feast of the Sacrifice

29



Christianity and Islam

(Eid ul Adha) in which animals are ritually slaughtered for the feast and meat is given to th€himor
four-day festival happens simultaneously throughout the Islamic world and is accompanied by a wide vari
ety of festivities similar to the Christian celebrations at Christmas and Easter

Persons returning from the Hajj are considered to be especially spiritual and are given a place of honor
in their communities and anyone that dies while on the pilgrimage is believed to automatically attain the
hallowed status of martyr of the faith.

Christians have no pilgrimages which are either required or have the religious importance of the Hajj
but many Christians find meaning in pilgrimages to special religious sites such as the Holy Land or
Lourdes. Certainlythe Christian celebrations surrounding Christmas and Easter have many parallels to the
special festivals celebrated by Muslims at the end of Ramadan and the Hajj.

Reflection Questions:

1. In modern times, most Christian denominations impose few ifeguyrements on their members. Do you
think Christianity would be stnthened if we had some “Pillars of Faith” like Muslims?

2. What would happen in your clalr if contributions wer assessed andquired based on an absolute
percentage of each families total wealth?

3. Faithful Muslims fequently see one another goingaihgh their prayer rituals in public places. Do
faithful Christians do anything in public to show their faithfulness to others?
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Chapter Nine:

Religious Leadership and Worship

s we have seen so fan this study, many things about Christianity and Islam are both very sim
ilar and very diferent at the same tim&he worship practice and ecclesiastical leadership of the
two religions certainly reflects this same complexity

Clergy

Most Christian denominations have some kind of ordained\claut the level of their ordination, the
levels of training required for ordination, and the meaning of ordination varies considerably from one
denomination to anothevlost denominations require ajgrto have at least one graduate degree and some
kind of denominational licensing not unlike the requirements for other professionals such as medical doc
tors, lawyers, and architects. Howev&me of the more conservative denominations are much mere sub
jective in their selection and ordination of ggr

Clergy functions usually include some combination of priesttgphetic, pastoral and administrative
activities.As priests, Christian clgy consecrate the elements of Holy Communion, Baptize adherents,
lead worship, perform marriages and funerals, hear confessions, provide absolution, and perform a variety
of other sacerdotal functions. Howeyire importance of these priestly functions varies considerably from
denomination to denominatioithe prophetic functions (preaching and teaching), the pastoral functions
(comforting and counseling), and the administrative functions (congregational leadership) are activities of
virtually all Christian clegy. The way in which various Christians refer to their @jer as “priest” or
“minister” or “preacher” or “pastor” — often indicates the way in which their denomination primarily views
professional clayy.

In addition to the clgyy that serve local congregations, Christian denominations employ a variety of
other religion professionals such as monks, nuns, friars, seminary professors, missionaries, bureaucrats,
Christian educators, etc. requiring various levels of education and denominational licensinduvlessy
tainly not all, denominations ordain both men and women to all professiorg} plesitions.

Muslims ague that they do not have an ordainedyyidike Christians and that all acts of worship inelud
ing officiating at Friday mosque services, formal prayers, weddings and funerals can be done by any Muslim
man.

In early Islam, pious Muslims from many walks of life led prayers and functioned as Islamic scholars,
lawyers, educators, preachers and devotional leaders. Howeeerthe centuries, these activities have
gradually come to be performeddaty by a group of religious professionals who are often distinguished
by unique clothing.

Today every mosque has an “imam” who leads prayers, recites the Quran, and preaches in Friday serv
ices. Parallel to the Christian practice, the smallest Muslim congregations designate laymen to serve as
imams. Lager congregations, howeydrave full-time imams who perform most of the same functions
that Christian clegy perform with the exception of administering sacraméftiese functions include
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preaching, teaching, leading worship, visiting the sick and grievigggnh@ing community activities,
preparing couples for marriage, counseling, interpreting the Quran and Hadith, and administering the
mosque, Islamic Centeand school. Most imams have received a graduate level theological education
from one of the many Islamic madrasahs (seminaigsinen to not serve as imams.

In addition to the imams that serve the mosque congregations, the “ulama” (singular “alim”)-are cler
gy-like scholars of the Quran, Islamic laand theologylLike imams, the ulama are always men and are
often distinguished by their distinctive dreShey serve as the protectors and authoritative interpreters of
Islam and are called by many feifent titles depending on their geographic location and the branch of
Islam or school of law they represent. Even though women do not serve as ulama, they play an important
role in Islamic scholarship in many parts of the world.

A “mujtahid” is a special alim that has earned the right to interpret Islamic law using independent rea
soning and a “mufti” is a specialist in Islamic law competent to deliver a “fatwa,” a learned paper present
ing a legal interpretation or judgment. Fatwas issued by the most renowned muftis often have a significant
impact throughout the Islamic world such as the famous fatwa issued Ayatadlah Khomeini calling
for the death of Salmon Rushdie and the fatwa of Osama Bin Laden denoimerigan imperialism.

Religious Hierarchy

Most, but certainly not all, Christian denominations have some kind of ecclesiastical hierarchy-that gen
erally falls into one of three types: Episcopal, Presbyterian or Congregafibeakpiscopal denomina
tions such as Roman Catholfnglican, United Methodist, Lutheran, etc. have some kind of elected or
appointed bishops (superintendents) that serve as managers over groups of congregatiogy. aine cler
authority of the bishops in relation to representative bodies varies from denomination to denoriination.
Presbyterian and Reformed denominations such as the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) place authority in a
series of representative legislative assemblies, synods, presbyteries and sessions made up of both laity and
clegy. The Congregational denominations (Baptists, Churches of Christ, Congregational Churches, etc.)
place all authority for doctrine, ordination, ggrassignment, etc. in local congregations that often relate
to one another in cooperative assemblies or confederations.

During the golden ages of Islam, the religious leaders were also the political, economic and military
leadersAll law was Islamic lawAll education was Islamic educatiofill of society was defined by the
Quran and Hadith. So, what Christians would call “church hierarchy” was indistinguishable from other
areas of leadership.

However with the coming of colonialism, th&festern concept of separation between religious leader
ship and leadership of other areas was forced upon the Muslim world and it has remaifieet tm ®fme
degree ever since. Because of this, the various Muslim sects have developed leadership structures and hier
archies similar to those in Christian denominations. In some countries, shatkeyg and Iraq (before the
American invasion), the government, legal, educational, economic and social institutions have been total
ly secular for many years and religious leaders have had little influence on other areas of life. However
other countries — such as SaAdabia — Islamic law is the law of the land and the religious hierarchy con
trols almost everything except the topmost political structures. In Iran, the religious hierarchy controls all
institutions just as the caliphs did during the earliest years of Islam.

In Sunni Islam, many governments have created the position of Grand Mufti as the senior religious
leader of the nation and, in Shiite Islam, the position of Gryadollah or Supreme Fagih is similar
Because Muslims believe that all of life comes under the authority of the Quran and Hadith, there is fre
guent tension between the religious leaders and secular leaders in the secular Islamic states.

Worship and Devotion

Virtually every Christian church has a primary worship service on Sunday morning that features preach
ing by clegy or laypersons, congregational singing and other special music, Scripture reading, and congre
gational prayerAnd, nearly all denominations celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion, some in
almost every service, some monttdypd some quarterly or even less often. In fact, because of the historic
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emphasis on Sunday as the day for Christian worship, it is generally set aside as a non-workday in all
Western countries and most of the rest of the world.

In addition to Sunday mornings, many Christian churches hold worship services on Sunday and
Wednesday evenings and on a variety of special Holy Days sut$ha¥ednesdayMaundyThursday
Good FridayAll Saint’'s Day Christmas Eve, Christmas Dagfc.

A Christian sermon is usually based on a passage of Scripture with heavy emphasis on selections from
the NewTestamentTo insure that congregants hear a broad range of Bible material, many churches fol
low three-year lectionaries which proscribe a specific set of Scripture portions (usually a Gospel selection,
an Epistle selection, and an Oldstament selection) to be read on each Sunday and preachers frequently
choose one or more of these proscribed Scripture selections as the subject for their sermons.

Christians participate in a wide variety of personal devotional practices but, for the most part, they are
centered in the life of the church rather than in homes, educational institutions or workplaces. Personal
prayer and Bible reading are the most common Christian devotional practices but fasting, chanting, devo
tional reading, and glossolalia are also practiced.

Muslims are expected to pray five times each day (daybreak, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset and evening)
and, wherever they are at the appointed times, they stop, face Mecca, and go through a ritual that includes
hand motions, bowing, prostration, reciting specific prayefsabic (regardless of their native language),
and concluding with personal prayers.

Most Christian sanctuaries are auditoriums with rows of pews for congregational seating, an altar in
front for sacramental activities, and a pulpit to one side for preaching. Mosques, hdeamvee a lage
open space with floors adorned with oriental carp&ts.important feature of this open area is the
“mihrab,” an ornamental niche set into the wall which indicates the direction of Mecca so congregants will
know which way to face when praying. Near the mihrab is the “mihbaaised wooden platform with
steps from which the imam delivers the Friday sermon. Every mosque also has an area set aside for the rit
ual washing required before prayer

Each FridayMuslims gather as congregations at mosques for their regular noon prayers followed by
Quranic readings and a sermon by the imam. Congregantdesedifages, ethnic groups and social sta
tus stand side by side in straight rows facing the mifirab.men and women are separated for reasons of
modesty because prostrations and bodily movements are part of the ritual. In the more conservative
mosques, men and women are separated by a screen and in some fundamentalist traditions, only men attend
Friday services.

The sermon or khutba delivered from the minbar by the imam is a key element of the Friday mosque
service.Although the sermon begins with a quotation from the Quran, it often contains instructions on
social, political, economic, and family life as well as theological reflection on the Quran and Hadith. In sit
uations in which Muslims live in occupied situations such as Palestine and Iraq, Friday sermons-are some
times used to inspire members of the congregation to fight against occupying forces.

Even more than churches, mosques serve as centers of a wide variety of Islamic activities including
Quranic recitations, charitable activities, funerals, marriages, signing of business agreemeht® etc.
mosques are open and used virtually every day and visiting a mosque you would see small groups of peo
ple chatting, others reading the Quran, and some naping on the capets. In addition to the main worship hall
of the mosque, most also have an Islamic Center with space for social gatherings, community celebrations,
religious classes, youth activities, sports, job training and placement, and a variety of other activities of
benefit to the Islamic community

Like Christians, Muslims participate in a wide variety of personal devotional practices and many of
them — personal praydasting, studying the Quran, devotional reading, using a ramadlyother practices
— are very similar to Christian practices. In general, Muslim devotional practices are more home, school,
and workplace centered than Christian practices and Sufi Muslims, in pastarelanvolved in a wide
variety of more esoteric practices.

Reflection Questions:
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. What diffeences between Christian and Muslim worship practiceravst ppnounced for you?

. Islamic clegy have ma authority over wide @as of people’lives than Christian clgy. Do you think
Christian ministers and priests should have enmfluence over your economic, political, and family
activities?

. What ae the risks whenretigious leaders also become political leaders?
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Chapter Ten:
Primary Theological Beliefs

ecause Christianity is known as aeligion of believersand Islam as a religion of doers, it is-hat
B ural to assume that Christianity has a more sophisticated theological system than Islam. ,However

this is far from true. Both religions, in fact, have rich traditions of theological reflection both in the
halls of academia and in the minds and hearts of individual believers.

Beliefs about God

Most Christian and Muslim beliefs about God are identical. God is the singular agent of creation.
Science tells us that everything in the universe is caused by something else and yet intellectually we know
that at some time everything had to begin from nothiingrefore, for persons of faith — both Christian
and Muslim — God is the uncaused entity at the beginning of all creation.

Both Christians and Muslims understand God to be, at the same time, both transcendent and immanent.
The transcendence of God is the abstract, infinite, impersonal, and somewhat unknowable nature of God,
especially as God is the object of theoretical reflecfidme logical opposite of transcendence is imma
nence: God personal, knowable presence and indwelling nearness, especially as God is the object of faith
and pietyWhen Christians and Muslims theorize about whether or not an unlimited God is capable of self-
limitation, we are focusing on the transcendent qualities of @tebn we pray to the God who §ives
us and loves us, we are petitioning the immanent qualities of God.

However in general, Muslims emphasize the transcendent qualities of God while Christians focus more
on the immanent qualitie$he language of the Quran focuses on the power and uniqueness of God. God
is a personality that is far beyond the limited conceptions of humans. God has no parts and no partners.
God is infinite, eternal, absolute, all-knowing, and all-powerful. God has a singular will and cannot be
influenced by any other poweBod is in control of this world and God alone defines what is good and
what is evil. God is to be feared and obeyed.

Christians, on the other hand, tend to focus more on the lovirgiyifay, graceful qualities of God.

God loves and fgives every human being. God wants each human being to be aware ®idgvedind
to love God in return. Christians are more apt to talk aboutsGode than God’ awesome poweGod is
to be loved and obeyed.

The primary diference in the way in which Christians and Muslims view God is that Christians believe
the total nature of God was revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. Becauses @hSoltlite love for us,

God chose to break into history by becoming a human being, Jesus of Nazareth, to show us exactly what
God is like and exactly what God wants each of us to be like. For Muslims, hpthevabsolute revela

tion of God is the Quran, which they believe is the actual words of God dictated to Muhan#naitién

the language of God. Christians know about God from the nature of the God-man, Jesus. Muslims know
about God from the God-text, the Quran.
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Jesus and Muhammad

Christians believe that Jesus was the expected Jewish Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God. He was,
simultaneouslytotally human and totally divine. He was both a perfect human being and a perfeet revela
tion of God. He was able to work miracles because he was God in human form. He came to announce the
establishment of the kingdom of God on earth and to call human beings to a new way of life, a new ethic.
Most Christians believe Jesus could have avoided dying on the cross but chose to sacrifice himself on
behalf of humankindAfter he was dead and entombed, he rose from death, made several appearances to
his followers, and ascended into heaven.

Muslims believe that Jesus was a great prophet, possibly the most important prophet of God before
Muhammad but they see the concept that Jesus was God in human form as a violation of the absolute prin
ciple of Gods oneness and indivisibilitfFor Muslims, the belief that there is only one God is so central
to their faith that the idea of any being, including Jesus, being divine is a pagan abomination. Muslims also
revere Marythe mother of Jesus, and they often point out that Mary is mentioned more often in the Quran
than she is in the NeWestament.

The idea that Jesus, a great prophet, would have gone through the humiliation of being arrested, tried,
convicted, and crucified as a common criminal femdive to MuslimsThey believe God simply made it
appear that Jesus was crucified and then raised him into h@#@esnsee the execution of Jesus as failure
and they do not believe that God could have allowed Jesus to fail.

Muslims view Muhammad as the last in a long line of prophets of God that includes figures such as
Moses Abraham, Noah, John the Baptist, and Jesus as well as some non-Biblical prophétsbiam
culture such as Hud and Salih. More important, Muslims view him as the last of three great “messengers”
(Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad) through whom God revealed sacred scriptures.

Muslims believe implicitly that Muhammad was merely a man who lived as a perfect Mlisésndo
not believe he was divine but they do believe he lived out€Qedelation better than anyone else before
or since.The Quran and Hadith do not have as many miraculous stories about Muhammad as the New
Testament has about Jesus but one stiogytradition about his “Night Journey” to Jerusalem and heaven
is certainly miraclulousifter reciting the Quran near the Kabah, Muhammad was sleeping nearby when
he was awakened by Gabriel and flown on a heavenly steed to Jerusalem where he met with a group of for
mer prophets includindbraham, Moses and Jesughen, he and Gabriel climbed a heavenly ladder
through Seven Heavens, each presided over by one or more of the former prophets, finally reaching the
Throne of God. God told Muhammad that Muslims were to pray fifty times each day and Muhammad
negotiated it down to fivelhis experience, celebrated annually by Muslims around the world, has been
the subject of considerable debate by Islamic scholars as to whether it was a spiritual or bodily experience
in much the same way that Christian theologians debate whether or not the resurrection, transfiguration,
and temptation experiences of Jesus were bodily or spiritual.

Salvation

The core theological principle of Christianity is that, in some, way life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus set in motion the possibility for the salvation of every human being who accepts the truth of the prin
ciple. The basic nature of human beings is to turn toward ourselves and away fraridseda condition
which we call “sin.” But, God love for us is never ending and, because of this love, God acted in-the per
son of Jesus Christ to provide us with redemption from our basic human condlhi@ugh our faith that
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ can set us free, our pagivenfand we are restored into a
loving relationship with GodThis loving relationship with God brings about a more meaningful life and
the guarantee of a continuous loving relationship with God after death.

In addition, most Christians believe that, following the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, God
returned to earth in the form of the Holy Spirit, a manifestation of God who surrounds us and lives within
each of us for guidance and empowerméngé Holy Spirit is the presence of God in our lives that we sense
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from day to day and who aids us in living out our lives as faithful servants.

Christians, therefore, describe the Godhead as one being in three personsityhef God, Son, and
Holy Spirit. This concept of the same God revealed to us in thrésatit ways is seen by Muslims to be
polytheism, a serious deviation from the straight path of monotheism.

The Quran says, “If you lowkllah, then follow me, andllah will love you and fogive you your sins;
andAllah is forgiving, a dispenser of grace.” On the surface, this sounds very much like the Christian doc
trine of salvation in which faith in the redemptive power of Jedesth and resurrection brings about love,
forgiveness and salvation. Howeytre understanding of the way in which Godtrace flows to the indi
vidual is diferent in Islam.

Again, the diference centers on the fact that Christianity focuses more on beliefs while Islam is about
actions.The way in which a Muslim gains Gaedjrace, love and fgiveness is through perfect adherence
to the Law of Islam (Shariah) as defined in the Quran and Hadith. Muslims belieddiahat commands
for human life and the social order were detailed specifically in the Quran and that those areas of life not
covered in the Quran are carefully defined in the Hadith. Islamic Law is the concrete expreslamiof
will for human beings and it provides the guidance necessary for both individuals and #osietyre
cise blueprint for the good society that God intends for every human being and every society and Muslims
are called to live by this blueprint. It is the assurance that they will have a meaningful life while alive and
entrance into heaven on Judgment .Day

Being obedient to Islamic Law is more, howewbian simply following the rules about prayaims
giving, fasting and pilgrimage. It includes specific rules regarding dress, foods, doing business, treatment
of others, sexual relations, military activities, government, family matters, etc. Muslims are forbidden, for
instance to sell, consume or purchase alcoholic beverHyggare not allowed to participate in gambling,
to use narcotics, or to eat pork productsey are particularly sensitive about issues regarding human sex
uality, which is totally restricted to the institution of marriage, and they are dedphdefl by the amount
of public sexuality semi-nudity pornographyand sexual innuendo that they believe to be rampant in
Western societyparticularly in the media.

The degree of rigidity in following Islamic Law &#frs from culture to culture. In pure Islamic ceun
tries in which Shariah is the law of the land (S&rmdbia, Iran, Pakistan, Sudan, Libya, etc.), it is relative
ly easy to follow Islamic Law because there is often no alterndthesuse of alcohol, narcotics, and pork
are against the lgwomen are required to dress modegilyblic touching between the sexes is prohibit
ed, and the government prohibits gambling, pornographgt western media. In addition, in a totally
Islamic societysignificant legal and social pressure exists to keep persons rigidly within the strictures of
Shariah.

However in countries in which Muslims are a minority (the Unitddt& and most European ceun
tries) or in Islamic states with secular legal systems (EGypkey, Iraq before thédmerican invasion,
etc.), the pressures to become negligent about Islamic Law are a constant problem for faithful Muslims.
Participating in prayer five times a dayorshipping at noon on Fridays, avoiding consuming pork-prod
ucts even accidentallfasting during Ramadan, avoiding places where alcoholic beverages are consumed,
celebrating Muslim festivals, avoiding physical contact with the opposite sex, and wearing special cloth
ing are all significantly more ditult in these cultures. Howevemany Muslims aue that strict adher
ence to Islamic Law as a means of gaining Gdale and grace is a much more meaningful pursuit when
it is voluntary than when it is enforced by an Islamic government.

Still, Muslims are no diierent from Christians in that some members of the faith are more deeply reli
gious and practice their religion because of their féitbo like Christians, some Muslims are adherants
for purely social, political or economic reasons and following the Islamic Law is, for them, more for show
than for faith. Howeveliit is neither easier nor more fitiilt to sort out the truly religious from the quasi-
religious in Islam than it is in Christianity

There are many areas of faith on which Christians and Muslims agree technically but, in practice, are
far apart.The emphasis on angels in the Bible and the Islamic scriptures is almost identical. Htveever
belief in angels is a much stronger part of the faith of an average Muslim than an average Christian. Belief
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in Judgment Day and the allocation of persons to heaven or hell based enr@adurement of their life

on earth is, again, defined in almost identical terms in Christian and Muslim doctrine but it is a much
stronger aspect of individual belief for Muslims than it is for modern Christians. Both Christians and
Muslim emphasize the need to provide assistance to the poor and others in need but, in practiee, individ
ual Muslims contribute more of their assets to assisting those in need than Christians.

Reflection Questions:

1. Muslims talk about “fearing and obeying” God while Christians talk about “loving and obeying” God.
What does this distinction mean to you?

2. How can you define your belief in thenity so that it does not sound like you believe ir¢hgods?

3. What do you see as the primgatiffeence between Christian belief in Jesus and Muslim belief in
Muhammad?
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Chapter Eleven:
Culture and the Role of Women

any of the differencesbetweenAmerican Christians and the Muslims Affrica, Asia and the
IVI Middle East have more to do with culture than religion. In fact, there is no distinctive Islamic
clothing because it changes from area to drkare is no required covering for women because
it changes from area to are€khere is no requirement for head covering or beards for men because it
changes from area to area. In many of the predominantly Muslim areas that have Christian minorities, the
Christians are lgely indistinguishable from the Muslims in terms of daily life, clothing, and many of the
attributes normally understood to be Muslim because these things are more ethnic than Islamic.

The attitudes oAmerican and European Christians aalan, African and Middle Eastern Muslims
toward each other often focus more on culturdiedéihces than religious &fencesThis confusion is
exacerbated because Muslims living in isolation fromest believe that all of life is heavily influenced
by religion including government actions, politics, family values, sexual attitudes, foods, business activi
ties, military endeavors, and media. For example, the brutalityestern colonialism was seen by most
Muslims as an attempt by Christians (instead of governments or businesses) to destroy their cultural and
religious valuesAnd, todayAmerican and European military actions in Middle Eastern countries are fre
guently viewed as Christian invasions rather than actions of secular governimemesis widespread
belief in Islamic cultures that Christians €gferners) want to reshape Eastern society to be the same as
Western society and they see many things aboldst that are éénsive to both their relgion and their
culture.

One of the common misconceptions about Islam in the minds ofWesserners is that its adherents
are all illiterate and pooMany believe that it flourishes only in backward, Southern Hemisphere nations
and that it would die out if these nations became modern, industrialized, democratic nations driven by
media, nationalism, and success-oriented goals. In fact, when Christian Europe was in the “dark ages” for
nearly a thousand years, the Islamic empire flourished as a significantly more progressivel Slaomty
scientists, artists, poets, architects, engineers, educators, mathematicians, and theologians were far ahead
of their counterparts in théest for several hunded years. In fact, most historians credit the rebirth of the
sciences and arts during the European Renaissance to the influx of knowledge that came back with the
returning Crusaders after their failed attacks on the Islamic world.

However the period of European industrialization followed by the Eighteenth Century imperialist
thrust of European nations into the Islamic world was devastating to the culture oflis&ivestern cole
nialists assumed that it was necessary for the entire Islamic world to b@desternized, Christianized,
and nationalized and for two hundred years, the economy and culture of the Islamic vieréd sidfeat,
decay and humiliation under colonial contrdloday Islamic culture is going through its own renaissance
as it emages fromWestern domination and struggles to find its identity in a modern, post-colonial world.
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The Role ofWomen

The role of women in Islamic culture is one of the firstedé#nces to which mo$tlestern Christians
point when they articulate the things that aréedént about Islam. In fact, the place of women in Islamic
society varies considerably from country to country and sect to sect just as it does in Christiaf\adgciety
even though the role of women in most Christian denominations has moved substantially toward equality
in the last few decades, it took nearly 2,000 years for that to happen and similar movements are happening
much faster in some Islamic societies.

In Christianity Protestant centrist and liberal denominations have finally eliminated all technical barri
ers for women in leadership positioAsgrowing number of pastors, bishops, and church bureaucrats in
these denominations are women and most of their seminaries how have more female than male students.
Unless the current patterns change, women will eventually dominate the leadership of these denominations.

However a substantial number of Christian communities around the world still practice significant gen
der bias. Most of the conservative Protestant bodies prohibit the ordination of women and many continue
to bar women from leadership positions in local churchies.concept of female submission to male dead
ership in families also remains a strong concept in these conservative denominations. Roman Catholicism
and Eastern Orthodoxy — which make up roughly two thirds of all Christians worldwide — still bar women
from the priesthood and, therefore, from other positions in the religious hierahdrgfore, equality of
the sexes in leadership positions exists in only about 15-20% of Christian denominations and even this
equality has only come about in the last few decades.

In areas of education, scholarship, legal rights, inheritance rights, business management, voting rights,
equal employment, and access to financial resources, wonwesiiern societies have made significant
gains in the last few decades and all indications are that they will continue to gain over the next several
decadesThese are, for the most part, cultural changes iWdngtern societies rather than religious changes
and similar changes for Christian women are coming much more slowly in other parts of the world.

The role of women in Islamic societies is just as complex as it is in Christian societies. In the earliest
years of Islam, the new religion provided for a significant enhancement for women. Before Muhammad
began preaching his new ethic, women were considered little more than chattel in thArpbgaarld
and not much better in the Christian Byzantine Emfihe attitudes toward women weredaly shaped
by tribal societies in harsh desert environments where women were without any legal rights, regularly
abused, and divorced on the whims of their husbands.

The Quran, however established a new understanding of the relationship between the sexes. It banned
female infanticide, prohibited the legal concept of women as progsigblished legal rights for women,
granted women the right to retain their own dowries, changed marriage from a proprietary to a eontractu
al relationship, allowed women to retain control over their property and use their maiden names-after mar
riage, guaranteed them financial maintenance from their husbands, and limited the legal reasons for
divorce.And, most of these new rights were granted to Islamic women three to four centuries before they
were granted in Christian cultures.

In modern Muslim societies the role of women varies considerably from one society to.dnatier
overwhelming majority of Islamic countries, women have the right to public prireecgndary and col
lege-level education but in the few societies dominated by fundamentalist groups, education for women is
very limited or banned. In most Muslim countries, women are allowed to work outside the home, vote, own
businesses, and hold publidicé. In the mosques, women pray at the same time as the men, teach Quran
classes, run independent auxiliaries and hold importdicesf Four major Islamic countries (Pakistan,
BangladeshTurkey, and Indonesia) have had women prime ministers or presidents. But, again, gains for
women in religious, economic, and public life are severely limited in countries dominated by both Sunni
and Shiite fundamentalists.

When Islam came into being, it was common inAhgb world for men to have more than one wife
and, as an important political and religious leadwhammad had severdlhe Quran allows a man to
have up to four wives provided that he is able to support them and treat them. étpvaélyer polygamy
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has been totally abolished in some Islamic countries and severely limited (requiring court action and
approval of the existing wife) in most othefie vast majority of modern Muslims are monogamous even
in those countries where polygamy is still allowed.

Two Islamic practices, howevarontinue to symbolize the subjugation of women for rnddestterners:
the physical separation of men and women in public and worship activities and the requirement for women
to wear special clothing. Most Islamic societies practice some degree of segregation between men and
women. In many mosques, for reasons of modesgn and women are separated by a screen or curtain
during prayer services and in virtually all mosques, women line up behind the men for gramarried
men and women do not mix except in very controlled situations such as family gatherings or with a chap
erone and any touching between men and women other than married coupgtassiseofo Muslims.

Sexual segregation was not required or practiced in the earliest days of Islam although the Quran con
tains specific segregation and modesty requirements for the wives of Muhammagd cdhaservative
Islamic scholars interpreted these requirements for Muhammades to be requirements for all Muslim
women. In modern times, severe separation of the sexes is practiced by the most conservative groups such
as thewahabbis of SaudiArabia, theTaliban, and many of the Shiite groups but the practice is declining
in the more liberal societies.

The “veiling” of Islamic women to emphasize modesty is common in most Islamic societies even
though it is required in only a feWhe practice did not become widespread in the Islamic empire until four
centuries after the death of Muhammad. Prior to that time, upper class women in Christian, Persian and
Arab societies all wore veils as a sign of status rather than as a means of protecting modesty

The Quran emphasizes modesty but it does not contain any prescriptions requiring specific clothing for
women. It says that Islamic women should lower their gaze, guard their mabtastyheir veils over their
bosoms, and not display their beautipwever it also calls men to lower their gaze and be modés.
specific dress chosen by women or required of women in fundamentalist societies varies considerably from
place to placeThe burga required of women Aighanistan under th€aliban covered everything on the
body except the eyes while the chador worn by Shiite women in Iran and Irag and the hijab worn by the
more conservative Sunni women leave the face, hands, and feet exposed while covering everything else.

It is a mistake to assume that either the public separation of the sexes or the veiling of women in Islamic
societies is always something forced on them by patriarchal culture and fundamentalist Whgethis
is, in fact, true in some areas, in other areas there is geeserof modern Islamic women choosing to
wear the hijab and enforce separation as expressions of their faith and symbols of liberation and woman
hood. They ague that wearing the hijab and remaining separate from men in public frees them from
Western imperialist traditions that abuse women by forcing them to wear uncomfortable and undignified
clothing, treating them as sexual objects, and defining them on the basis of sexual attraction rather than
their intelligence, faithfulness, or creativity

However there are still many restrictions on women in Muslim society that dieuttifor Christians
to accept. Even though Muslim men can marry Christians or Jews because they are “People of the Book,”
Muslim women must marry a Muslim or someone who converts to Islam. In Islamic stiagetyan is
considered the head of the household and the wemeligion is expected to be the same as his to-guar
antee that the children will also be Muslim. Because Muslims live in predominantly male-dominated cul
tures, domestic violence toward women is still a problem even though it is firmly forbidden by the Quran
and there is zero evidence that Muhammad himself was anything but kind, loving and gentle toward his
wives and childrenThe same power of ancient patriarchal societies also overrides the Quranic protection
of womens rights in divorce in some cultures, allows female circumcision in a few Réitan coun
tries, prohibits women from driving in places like Safudibia, and bars them from working in a few coun
tries.

Still, the Muslim world is going through massive change with regard to these traditionalWekdsrn-
type modernization is going on in many societies at the same time that people are turning back to their
Muslim roots and this causes strange contradictions. In 3aablia and Iran, for instance, women must
be veiled in public and are severely segregated from men and yet they are a majority in the universities and
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many are business and land owners.
Reflection Questions:

1. To what degee do you think culteris a eflection of eligion and eligion is a eflection of cultue in your
own world and in the Islamic world?

2. Many Islamic women believe thae¥tern women aroppessed by a culterthat puts too much sgs on
youth, beauty and sexualityhat do you believe about this?

3. Christianity is 2,000 years old and wome guist now gaining levels of equality andddom and Islam
is only 1,300 years old and is altidy experiencing similar changes. Do you think that women could,
ultimately gain equality faster in the Muslim world than in the Christian world?
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Chapter Twelve:
Violence and Warfare

iolence and warfamre represent significant points of tension between Christians and Muslims
V because adherents of both religions understand themselves to be the arbiters of peace and the other
religion to be prone toward violencénd, history has shown that the adherents of both religions
have an unusual propensity toward violence both between members of their own religious cultures and
toward members of other religions.

Christians are quick to point to Jesus as a man of peace who never harmed anyone and died sacrificial
ly for the benefit of otherg.o this, they contrast the life of Muhammad who was a general as well as a reli
gious leaderThey point out that the NeWestament has virtually no information about how to conduct
warfare while the Quran has explicit instructions about warfare. Christigne #rat they are called to
lives of peace and love, converting others to the faith through their witness tosQavistivhile Muslims
are called to “holy war” converting others to their faith through the threat of violence.

Muslims point to the many Quranic phrases calling for mercy and justice and the overall tone of the
Quran calling for the pursuit of peacéhey show that even when the Quran makes references to warfare,
it urges them to éér peace instead of combat, to fight only in defensive situations, to respond to attacks
only in proportion to the amount of violence extended toward them, and to protect noncombatants, inno
cent civilians, women, children, and dgrof other religions. Muslims also point out that the Quran
expressly calls them to religious toleration, that there is virtually no history of racism in Islamic,society
and that Christian minorities in Islamic cultures have historically been treated better than Islamic minori
ties in Christian nations.

However both Christians and Muslims tend to emphasize their focus on peace and play down-their vio
lent natures that have, over the centuries, caused millions of deaths and vast devastation. Historically
Christians have certainly been more aggressive toward Muslims than Muslims have been toward Christians
but the modern growth of violent fundamentalism in Islam is disturbing to both Christians and Muslims.

The Christian Crusades were specifically promoted as an attempt to drive the “infidel Muslims” out of
the holy lands and because the Crusaders identified everyone wearing Eastern clothing as Muslims, they
ended up killing more Byzantine Christians and Eastern Jews than they did Mughets they actually
collided with the Islamic Empire, the Crusaders encountered a sophisticated culture that was better educat
ed, more militarily sophisticated, and significantly more tolerant of other religions than were the Crusaders.
The Crusaders did two things, howehat significantly changed histoifyirst, when they were driven out
of the Middle East, they brought back to Europe a vast new understanding of science, mathematics, and
the arts that launched the Renaissance and brought Europe out of the dark ages. Second, they posited in the
Islamic mind the idea that Christians were eager to launch preemptive attacks on Muslims without any
cause other than their desire for Muslim land and resources.

The second great attack on the Islamic Empire by Christians — colonialism — was more successful mil
itarily, even though eventually it also failed. Most Christians woulgheathat the colonialism of the
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Eighteenth and Nineteenth centuries, which so devastated and humiliated the Muslim world, was a secular
undertaking, not a Christian one. Because Muslims do not understand any separation between economics,
politics, and religion, the imperialism of the colonial period is seen as a second major preemptive Christian
invasion of the Islamic world.

Similarly, Muslims view the massive devastation of the Wiarld Wars involving European and North
American countries primarily as internecine Christian conflidtgin, even though Christians would
armgue that theNorld Wars had nothing to do with religion, Muslims say they are proof of the Christian
inclination toward the use of violence and warfare to solve problems. Even though most Muslims were
aware of the brutality of Irag’Baathist government and believed it needed to be replaced, they still view
the 2003 invasion of Iragq Wymerican and British forces to be another Christian preemptive attack against
Islam for imperialist purposes.

Even though the NeWestament teaches peacefulness and tolerance of others, even reaching eut to ene
mies in love, Christians also accept the T¢dtament that certainly calls for violence against others in the
cause of religion. Modern liberal Christians believe the coming of Jesus as described in Testdawent
was a “corrective” to the understanding of God in the Talstament but conservative Christians tend to
see both testaments as binding on Christiinerefore, they tend to exhibit more intolerance toward other
religions and more quickly endorse military action. Extreme fundamentalist Christians such as the Ku Klux
Klan, racist oganizations, and survivalist groups have always endorsed violence in varying degrees.

Islam’s history of violence seems more volatile to Christians because it is endorsed by the Quran as part
of Islam and, especiallpecause of the rise in Islamic fundamentalism and the terrorist acts of recent years.
Even though Islam is far from the fanatical and intolerant military society that has become &\eateof
mythology it certainly has a history of violence that parallels that of Christianity

Militarism has always been a part of Islaftne Quran permits the use of force in self-defense or the
defense of Islam and, in some circumstances, it requires it. Islam was born into one of treemastd’
violent societies and, in fact, it brought much ofAlnabian tribal feuding, raiding, and killing under eon
trol by uniting the tribes under the single banner of Islam. But, it did not end the military society that was
so much a part ddrabic life. When the new Islamic community came under attack by the pagan tribes, it
responded militarily and was victoriodd/hen the new Islamic community needed resources, it resorted
to ghazu (raids) against non-Muslim caravaks.the Islamic Empire expanded over the next several
decades to become hist@yagest empire under one rule, much of the expansion was through the strength
of its new religious ideas. Howevet is also clear that much of the expansion was also due to $slam’
growing military power

Just as secular rulers of predominantly Christian nations have used Christianity as a justificatien for mil
itary aggression and imperialism, so have leaders of Muslim countries. Modern wars such as those between
Iraq (secular state with a predominantly Islamic population) and Iran (Shiite Islamic state) and between
Pakistan (Islamic state) and India (secular state with a Hindu majority and Islamic minority) wehe lar
territorial wars between nation states but they had distinct religious overibneseveral wars between
theArab states and Israel over the last few decades have also been fueled by religious zeal.

As the Islamic world emged from the devastation of colonialism, a new phenomenon developed.
Colonialism left the people of Islam broken, humiliated, and impoverisiibdt had been a proud, pew
erful, independent, andfafent empire was reduced to a dependent cluster of nation states with many of
their borders having been arbitrarily definedWigstern powers with little concern for ancient tribal areas
or ethnic divisions. Many Muslims blamed the disaster of colonialism on the unfaithfulness of their lead
ers and their attempts to mimiéestern nations.

Out of this came a widely held belief that Islam must return to its roots and this belief is gradually pro
ducing a new vitality in Islam around the world. More and more people are finding renewed hope through
a return to the basics of Islam including a shunting/etern ideologies his has resulted in a few total
ly Islamic states such as Iran (Shiite) and SAumdbia (Wahabbi Sunni), in which Shariah has become the
law of the land. It has also brought about a significant growth in orthodox Islam in secular states such as
Egypt andTurkey where Shariah is being gradually imposed by cultural pressures but not by the govern
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ments.

Most important, howevethis resugence has spawned a variety of radical fundamentalist sects such as
the Armed Islamic Group inAlgeria, the Islamic Jihad in Egypt, Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in
PalestineAl-Qaeda in Saudirabia,Ansar al-Islam in Iragq and thealiban inAfghanistan.These groups
are very dificult to define because most of them began as religious, political, and charitable groups aimed
at cleansing Islam of secular leaders and returning it to its purist form. Hovileyenost liberation mowve
ments (includingAmericans in ousting the British from the colonies, Israelis in ousting the British from
Israel, the IRAIn trying to oust the British from Northern Ireland, and assoA&ttan and South
American liberation groups), they have gradually turned to terrorism against the governments they are try
ing to overthrow And, in cases such @4 Qaeda, this terrorism has extended to anyone they believe is
oppressing Islam in any wawhich includes the Unitedt&es, European states, and secular Islamie gov
ernments.

Official mainstream Islam clearly denounces the terrorist activities of these fundamentalist groups just
as much agVesterners but the groups also generate considerable pride among many rank and file Muslims
who feel they represent the only way of stopping the imperialism oNdst. American attacks on the
Taliban andAl Qaeda inAfghanistan damaged the fundamentalist groups, on the one hand, but clearly
made them more popujam the othefThe only fundamentalist terrorists in Iraq prior to American and
British invasion were those that were trying to get rid of Saddam Hussein and his secular Baathist govern
ment. But, the invasion clearly caused significant argst@n fundamentalism to flourish where none
existed before.

The Quran and Islamic Law clearly prohibits the killing of noncombatants even when the cause is con
sidered just and leading Islamic clerics have consistently denounced terrorism against noncombatants.
However terrorist acts against occupational forces (in Israel and Iraq, for instance) have been judged by
many clerics to be acts designed to liberate Muslims from imperialist aggression and have, therefore, been
judged to be legitimate under Islamic Law

Holy War and Jihad

The concepts of HolyWar and Jihad are confusing to many Christians. In the earliest years of
Christianity war was considered an absolute taboo. Christians were not allowed to be members of the mil
itary and war was considered to be an evil that could never be justified, after Christianity became the
established religion of the Roman Empire, theologians developed the concept of a “just war” that has pret
ty well dominated Christian thinking ever since.

In the Christian concept of a JWar, the ultimate aim must be peace, the war must be in defense of
ones own nation or another nation that is under attack, it must be waged by legitimate authority and
involve a declaration of wathe purpose and motive of the war must be just, war must always be the last
resort, non combatants must be protected, and only the minimum force needed to achieve the aims of the
war must be used. In actualithis is exactly the same ideology behind the Jewish and Islamic concepts of
Holy War except they would add that the cause must be in defense of the faithful rather than in defense of
a nation state and that participants in the war will receive special benefit in the afterlife.

Jihad means “to strive or struggle” and it is considered by many to be the Sixth Pillar ofTliseam.
Quran commands Muslims “to struggle in the path of God and in the example of the Prophet Muhammad
and his early companions.” Jihad pertains to the struggle of living a good life, struggling against evil in
oneself, trying to be virtuous and moral, striving to do good works, and helping to reform the evils in soci
ety. And, sometimes reforming sociegyevils means fighting injustice and oppression, spreading and
defending Islam, and creating a just society through armed struggle or holy war

Therefore, there are two broad meanings of Jihad: the violent struggle for the reformation of society and
the non-violent struggle for personal holiness. Muhammad defined the first of these as the “lesser” jihad
and the second as the “greater” jihad because he considered the struggle to follow the will of God by com
bating ones ego, selfishness, and greed to be more important and nmiareltdihan the struggle against
the enemies of Islam.
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In the modern resgence of fundamentalism, the jihad to defend Islam against oppression and imperi
alism has become a battle cry to recruit young militants into the radical fundamengaiszations and
convince them to participate in sacrificial acts of terrorism such as suicide bombings through the promise
of martyrdom and virtual sainthood.

Reflection Questions:
1. What situations do you consider valid for persons of faith to enter into warfar

2. Are thee any cicumstances in which violence can be justified?

3. What do you think is the solution to the@ging levels of violence between the Islamic fundamentalist and
Western governments? What can Christians do to change the situation?

46



Christianity and Islam

Chapter Thirteen:

The Future of
Christianity and Islam

T here is nothing that eitherChristians or Muslims can do to change what has happened in the past

but there is growing concern in both religions that we must find a way to coopewdtkeast, coex

ist in the future. Eighty per cent of the woddiations have either Christian or Islamic majorities

and virtually all of the remaining countries have substantial minorities of the svond’ most populace
religions.The recent escalation of terrorist acts by fundamentalist Muslim groups and the recent military
actions by thémericans, British, Russians, and Israelis against Muslim populations has certainly become
a cause for alarm in both religions. In countries with sizeable Christian or Muslim minorities, the levels of
hostility from the majority have been increasing at a steady pace and there is growing fear that the death
toll on both sides could become enormous.

In analyzing where we go from here, a few important issues present themselves. First, both Christians and
Muslims must decide how they feel about the otiarrently conservative Christians take exclusivist stances
and afirm that truth is found only in Christ just as conservative Musliffisvathat truth is found only in the
Quran.These conservatives of both religions tend to identify the other as illegitimate and pagaguand ar
that the only valid response is to destroy the other or convert its members.

At the other extreme, the most liberal Christians and Muslims take a pluralist stance and avow that all
religions are simply diérent revelations of the same God and that truth and salvation are available in all
religions. A more logical and compassionate stance is somewhere in between these two poles. Most
Christians and Muslims canfiaf that we have much in common, that we share a faith in the same God,
and that the moral teachings of the Quran, Hadith, andTéstament are generally paralle can agree
that there is a significant degree of truth available in both religions but that we #@clsame ideas and
practices the other cannot accept.

With the exception of the Crusades, the colonial period, and the clashes between Christians and
Muslims in Spain andugoslavia, the two religions lived in reasonable harmony for hundreds of years.
Both existed side by side on the fringes of their worlds with little confligelgrbecause both respected
the other and tolerated the ottseideas and practices. In the modern world, even though tensions are begin
ning to build, Muslims are a growing minority free from oppression in the UntsdsSand Europe and
Christian minorities function as full members of society igéaMuslim countries such dsirkey, Egypt
and Indonesia

Second, it is likely that Christians and Muslims will grow more and more hostile to one another unless
the underlying causes of the tensions are changed lelast, ease@here is great inequality in the world.

The majority of Christians live in #ifient, industrialized nations in which religion has been allocated to
the church and family life without much influence on government, business or the media. In contrast, the
majority of Muslims live in pogragrarian countries in which religion has considerable influence on the
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way all facets of life are carried out.

For thirteen centuries the Islamic world wagjiy ignored by th&Vest except for the debacles of the
Crusades and colonial imperialism. In the early years offttentieth Centuryas Muslims began to
emege from the humiliation of two centuries of colonialism, many thought the only way to recover was
to emulate the secular governmentS\aistern nations that had brought about the end of Islgreat goled
en ageThen, vast reserves of oil were discovered under many of the Middle Eastern Islamic countries and
this changed perspectives in both the East andvdst. Muslims realized they have the potential for-rais
ing themselves out of poverty and restoring the once great Islamic empire without changing their culture
or sacred beliefs. But, at the same time, a renewed interest in the Islamic Wdfigsteyn governments
and industries led many Muslims to believe that the new interest is merely a new kind of imperialism aimed
at stealing their oil.

Because of advanced technolp@ristians and Muslims around the world are in greater contact than
they have ever been before and are more aware of one another than eveAbefocan and European
news oganizations no longer dominate the entire world and negen@ations such as al-Jazeera and oth
ers provide dferent slants on events thefestern media. Because of this, both mainstream Muslims and
radical fundamentalists have developed an abiding distrdshefican and European government policies
that they view as “Christian” policies directed against Muslims.

For example, even though Muslims generally understand Christian ethics to be similar to their own,
they see vast ddrences between the teachings of Christ and the actidxmerican and European gov
ernments and industrieBhey are aware that the Uniteth&®s was quick to impose sanctions on Muslim
Pakistan for developing nuclear weapons but did nothing when Hindu India and Jewish Israel did the same.
They seéAmericans and Europeans moving into peacekeeping roles in places like Kosovo while looking
the other way when Chechnyan and Kashmiri conflicts broke out.

Muslims complain thahmerican military forces never left the Islamic state of SAuabia after the 1991
Gulf War where they believe their presence defiles Idamb most holy shrineShey watched while
American and European governments enforced devastating sanctions on the Iraqi people because they had a
tyrannical leader while they allowed dozens of non-Muslim tyrants to rule without hindiémasebelieve
thatAmerica, with the world lagest stockpile of weapons of mass destruction, used a false claim of exist
ing weapons of mass destruction as the reason to invade Islamic Irag while ignoring the development of sim
ilar weapons in Christian countriégid, most important, Muslims are keenly aware Weastern nations pro
vide massive economic and military support to help Israel occupy Palestine and keep Palestinians in captivi
ty.

As long as Islamic terrorist acts are aimed at innocent civiliavéestern nations, the governments of
these nations will respond with heavy military action because that is the traditional way invelistenn
nations have handled aggression against them. But, traditional military action has not historically been very
effective against fanatical religious terrorists. Instead of focusing on the fundamentalist radicals, military
action focuses on governments, traditional armies, and infrastructure without doing much damage to the
secret societies of the radical se@tse French, Russian&mericans, British and Israelis have all used tra
ditional military force against Islamic radicals and the only result has been the strengthening of the will
and recruiting success of the terrorists.

The overwhelming majority of Muslims abhor terrorist acts against non-combatants — such as the
September1, 2001 attack on th&orld Trade Center — but they continue to support liberation movements
against occupying forces. So long as Israel occupies Palestinian laAitharida occupies Iraqgi land, the
fighters involved in trying to liberate their people will be heroes to a great many Muslims around the world.

Certainly the vast Muslim majority thatfiims the Qurars call to peace and brotherhood must find a
way to curtail the actions of the minority fundamentalist radicals. In the footsteps of Muhammad, they must
find a way to make the traditional Islamic call to personal holiness, to tolerance of others, and to building
a just and benevolent society more important than the kind of non-Muslim hatred that feeds the radicals. It
is also clear that the Christians of the world must find the way to reign in the abus&ssteah govern
ments and industries continue to inflict on Muslims around the world. In the footsteps of Jesus, we must

48



Christianity and Islam

love our Muslim neighbors as much as we love ourselvagivéotheir trespasses, and seek ways to assist
them in building their own new world.

But, peace, tolerance and cooperation between Christians and Muslims demands that we accept one
another as we are without trying to change one andtheslims must accept that Christians are often in
conflict with their secular governments just as Muslims are in conflict with their secular governments but
that inWestern democracies Christians who are committed to the cause of peace and justice are not usual
ly a laige enough voting bloc to significantly redirect the focus of governments and industries. Muslims
must also come to understand that there is an even wider variety of Christians than Muslims and that they
need to better understand ourf@iénces just as we are seeking to better understand theirs.

Similarly, Christians must accept that a central tenant of Islam is the concept that all of life comes under
religious law — politics, government, military action, sex, family life, business, education, diet, clothing,
etc. — and that separation of “church and state” as it has come to be accept&tidsttisea sacrilegious
idea for them. It is also important for us to understand that Islam does not want teesieriiized”
because it does not see anything that it really wants ié&st. For eight decades, Muslims excelled in
mathematics, science, education, and the arts without acc&isigrn concepts of democrapublic
sexuality and rampant materialism and they believeWest is trying to impose these things on them.
Finally, Christians must accept that radical terrorist movements are illegitinigh®ais of Islam just as
the Ku Klux Klan and other racist and violent survivalist movements are illegitimégboofs of
Christianity

Ultimately, our faith in the revelation of God we know from the life of Christ and the revelation of God
that Muslims know from the Quran demands that we find a way to curtail the radicals of both religions as
well as the abuses of governments and industries that seem to be pushing us toward a world that is in con
flict with both our religions.

Reflection Questions:

1. What can we, as individual Christians, do to bring about better understanding and cooperation between
Christians and Muslims?

2. What should the Christian community do when governments or industries do thinge timat@nflict
with the teachings of Christ?

3. How can we exgss the love of God as we understand it in the life, death esndection of Jesus to
Muslims?
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Glossaly of Arab Terms

Note: Arab terms are trangliterated into English and, because some sounds in Arabic do not exist in
English, they are spelled many different ways.

alim (plural ulama) - An Islamic scholar of the religious sciences, a theologian, a guardian of the legal
and religious traditions of Islam.

al Qaeda - A radical fundamentalist t$hoot of\Wahabbi Islam whose focus has moved to military and
terrorist activities against secular Islamic governments, forces occupying Islamic countries,-and gov
ernents that it believes are oppressing Islam around the world.

ayas - Single verses of th@uran.

burga - Traditional womers clothing in conservative/fundamentalist Islamic countries (such as
Afghanistan under th&aliban) that covers everything except the eyes.

Caliph - title of the early successors of Muhammad that served as political and religious leaders of the
Islamic Empire.

chador - Traditional womers clothing inShiite Iran that covers everything except the face, hands and
feet.

Eid ul Fitr - Feast of the Breaking of the Fast, a major Muslim holiday that concludes the fasting of
Ramadan called theSawm.

Eid ul Adha - Feast of the Sacrifice, the most important Muslim holiday which falls at the end of-the pil
grimage to Mecca called th¢ajj.

fatwa - A learned religious paperfefing an opinion on Islamic Law issued by a religious scholar called
amufti, usually on theological issues but can also be a call for a mijliteay.

Hadith - Collections of reports about Muhammadieeds and sayings that are considered to be Scripture
by Muslims.

Hajj - The Fifth Pillar of Islam, the pilgrimage to Mecca that Muslims are expected to make at least once
in a lifetime if they are physically and financially able.

hijab - Traditional womers clothing inSunni areas that covers everything except the face, hands and
feet.

Imam - For Sunni Muslims, a term for the clgyman attached to a mosque who leads prayers, delivers
Friday sermons, and provides pastoral, teaching, and administrative servicgsitedvuslims, a
title for twelve of Muhammad' male descendants, beginning with who served as successive
overall leaders of Shiite Islam and who are considered to have been divinely inspired so that their
writings are additional Scripture for the Shiites.

jihad - Litterally “struggle,” the “greater” jihad is the struggle witlineself to live a rightous life and
submit oneself to God'will. The “lesser” jihad is the defense of Islam and the Muslim community

Kaaba - The “House of God” located in Mecdalarge cube draped in black cloth embroidered in gold
and containing the Blacki@he that Muslims believe was placed theréAbyaham and Ishma€elhe
holiest spot in Islam, it is circumambulated seven times by pilgrims durirddjpe

mihrab - An ornamental niche in the wall of each mosque indicating the direction of Mecca toward
which Muslims must face while praying.
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minbar - Pulpit in each mosque.

mufti - A specialist in Islamic Law capable of deliveringgawa.

mujtahid - A person qualified to exercisedependent reasoning when interpretngriah.

Quran - Muslim Scriptures believed by Muslims to be a direct revelationof God dictated to Muhammad
in Arabic, the language of God.

rakay - The series of body movements that are part oSthat, Muslim prayers.

Ramadan - The Muslim month of fasting.

Salat - The Second Pillar of IslanThe five prayer sequences required daily by Muslims.

Sawm - The Fast of Ramadafhe Fourth Pillar of Islam.

Shada - The Declaration of FaitiThe First Pillar of Islam.

Shariah - Islamic Law as established in the Quran and Hadith.

Shiite - The second lgest group of Muslims that broke away from Smni Muslims and who believe
that descendents of Muhammad should have been th€dlighs instead of the ones that were
selectedThey believe thahli, the fourth Caliph and cousin of Muhammad was the first rightful
leader of Islam and was followed by eleven manams as leaders of the Shiites.

Sufis - Muslim spiritual mystics.

Sunnis - The lagest group of Muslims, 85% of the world total.

Sura - A chapter of th&Quran.

Wahabbi - Ultra fundamentalisBunni Muslims who are dominant in Sausliabia and who have
spawned many of the modern fundamentalist extremist groups.

Zakat - Alms giving. The Third Pillar of Islam.
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